
Welcome to The 1870 Society Times, 
a newsletter dedicated to telling the 
inspirational stories behind gifts in Will 
at The Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH).
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RCH patient Piper. Learn more about her story on page five. 
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Message from Sue Hunt
Welcome to the fourth edition of the 1870 
Society Times, a newsletter for those who 
are thinking about, or who have chosen to 
leave a gift in Will to the RCH Foundation.   

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank 
you for your commitment to child and adolescent 
healthcare. At the RCH Foundation, we believe an 
investment in the RCH is a gift to children now and for 
generations to come.  

In this edition, you will meet 1870 Society member, 
Carol, who will tell you why she has decided to leave a 
gift in her Will to support patients at the RCH. You will 
read about Jeanette, and how she’s creating a legacy 
in memory of her father to advance neurological care 
at the hospital. You will also discover how a bequest 
is making an extraordinary difference in the lives of 
children with an acquired brain injury and how a family 
trust is supporting the future of mental health care 
across the Melbourne Children’s Campus. 

By naming the RCH Foundation as a beneficiary in your 
Will, you can create an ongoing legacy. Your support 
means that the hospital will be able to continue ground-
breaking research to discover new ways to diagnose, 
treat and cure childhood illnesses. They will also be able 
to enhance services with the newest equipment and 
technological advancements, as well as provide holistic 
patient care with services like music therapy.   

As an 1870 Society member myself, I am proud to be 

in the company of such committed philanthropists. 

Thank you again for your generous support. 

Sue Hunt 
Chief Executive Officer  
1870 Society member 

Please note that the photos that appear in this document were taken over a period of years, and strict health and safety guidelines were followed in the production of this document.



3

M E E T  1 8 7 0  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E R 

Carol Wigney   
Carol loves travelling. When she isn’t on a 
trip, you will find her pottering around in 
her garden, where she enjoys tending to 
her yuccas. She enjoys knitting, and each 
year crochets red and purple poppies for 
her local RSL to sell. 

Carol is also a member of The 1870 Society, having 
shared her intentions to leave a gift in her Will to the  
RCH Foundation. Through her generous gift, Carol 
will have a lasting impact within the hospital, helping 
clinicians tackle the big health challenges and support 
patient care, now and into the future.

For Carol, leaving a gift in her Will to the RCH was the 
easiest decision she has ever made. 

“A few years ago, I sat down to redo my Will after a few 

people who were originally in it passed away. I knew 

I wanted to do something with the money that would 

have an impact,” said Carol. 

“I was never lucky enough to have any children. So, I 
decided it would be a great idea to give money to the 
RCH. That way, I would be helping countless children, 
more than I could have ever had in my life.”

Carol also discussed her wishes to include a gift in Will  
to the RCH with her family. It was in that conversation 
that her nephew reminded her that his son, Carol’s  
great nephew, was a patient at the hospital when he  
was a baby. 

“Shortly after my great nephew was born, a nurse noticed 
a small twitch he had. After a few tests, he was sent to 
the RCH and his parents were told he had a blood clot on 
the base of his skull. Thankfully, it dispersed by itself, and 
he was able to come home.”    

“I didn’t know this when I added the hospital to my 

Will, but this story and their experience makes me feel 

so proud that my money will help children like him.” 

Aside from knowing she will be leaving a lasting legacy 
for children, Carol’s favourite part about being a member 
of The 1870 Society is being able to hear firsthand from 
clinicians about the impact that philanthropy has on  
the hospital.  

“Because I am a member of The 1870 Society, I am 
invited to a number of insider events where clinicians 
talk about their work. I try not to miss any, as it is always 
so good to hear firsthand about their incredible work 
and what inspired them personally. You can just tell how 
much of their heart is in their work.”  

When it comes to leaving a gift in your Will, Carol’s 
advice is simple – just do it. 

“Even if you don’t have children or grandchildren, you will 
be helping other people’s children, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews.” 

Carol Wigney

Leaving a gift in your Will makes an 
extraordinary difference to world 
leading care at the RCH. By leaving 
a lasting legacy, you are creating a 
brighter future for children.
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subbranches established throughout Australia. In the 
years after the war, the Rats of Tobruk Association 
become a place for veterans to connect, share stories and 
continue their famous mateship. 

“It gave them a place to spend time with people who 
knew what each other were going through,” said Jeanette. 

In 2010, the Rats of Tobruk Association began supporting 
the RCH, presenting a cheque for $1.5 million, generously 
donated from the sale of their Albert Park meeting hall 
in 2007. Held in perpetuity by the RCH Foundation, 
this donation established the annual Rats of Tobruk 
Neuroscience Fellowship, which provides a unique 
training opportunity for up and coming neurologists 
within the RCH’s Neurology Department. 

When Ray passed away in 2010, Jeanette knew she 
wanted to do something special to acknowledge him and 
all the sacrifices he had made as a Rat of Tobruk. She 
decided to leave a gift to the RCH Foundation in her Will, 
which will be directed to the Rats of Tobruk Association 
Neuroscience Fellowship Fund and support future fellows. 

Jeanette’s 1870 Society Membership, which celebrates 
supporters who have included the RCH Foundation in 
their will, is also recognised in her dad’s name – In honour 
of Ray Warfe, 2/5th Field Ambulance, Rat of Tobruk. 

For Jeanette, being able to acknowledge her dad in this 
way means a lot to her. 

 “Nine years ago, not long after the Rats had 
announced the Fellowship, my grandson fractured his 
skull and ended up on Cockatoo, the RCH’s surgical 
and neurology ward. As a spiritual person, I felt like 
this was Dad’s way of saying he was there to look 
after him.”

“He would be so happy knowing he is being honoured 
in a way that is supporting future outcomes for young 
children,” she added.

Hero dad 
honoured through 
gift in Will
Jeanette Tarascio has fond memories 
of her dad, Ray Warfe, a man she 
affectionately refers to as her hero. So, 
when Jeanette was writing her own 
Will, she wanted to honour her dad and 
decided to create a gift in his name to 
celebrate his incredible life. 

“Dad was one of 10 children. When he was a young man, 
he enlisted in the Second World War with two of his 
brothers – Verdun and Bill,” said Jeanette. 

“At the time, he was actually too young to enlist. He 
went along with his brothers anyway, one of whom 
was 12 months older than him. They told them both to 
take a walk around the block and come back as twins. 
So, they did – it was in the newspaper at the time,” 
she added. 

Ray was sent to Tobruk as a frontline medic, as part 
of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance. His older 
brothers were in the same unit. Along with 14,000 other 
Australian soldiers, Ray fought bravely in the Siege of 
Tobruk in Libya. 

Forced to endure eight long months in dug-outs, caves 
and crevasses like rats, they withstood constant enemy 
fire, searing heat and bitter dust storms. Affectionately 
naming themselves ‘the Rats of Tobruk’ after their 
circumstances, the soldiers became a source of 
inspiration at the height of the conflict. 

“Dad and his brothers all thankfully came home from the 
war, but they were expected to go back and live their lives 
as normal, which was really hard, especially after what 
they had experienced,” said Jeanette. 

Thankfully for Ray and the other soldiers who were in 
Tobruk during the siege, the Rats of Tobruk Association 
was formed in the mid 1940s, with branches and 

Left: Jeanette with 
her late husband Joe 

and late father Ray. 
Right: Ray, who was 

in a frontline medic in 
the 2/5th Australian 

Field Ambulance. 
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The 2022 Rats of Tobruk 
Neuroscience Fellowship 
recipient, Dr Sameer Dal RCH patient Piper 

Fellowship 
supports vital 
epilepsy research 
Each year in Australia, over 250,000 
people are diagnosed with epilepsy. Yet, 
for around half of those, including around 
35 per cent of children, the cause of 
the epilepsy is unknown. Thanks to the 
Rats of Tobruk Neuroscience Fellowship, 
supported by the Rats of Tobruk 
Association, teams across the RCH are 
hoping to change that. 

A disease of the brain, epilepsy is characterised by 
the tendency to have recurring seizures and can take 
many forms, with the age of onset also differing and 
affecting each patient very differently.  

As the 2022 recipient of the Rats of Tobruk 
Neuroscience Fellowship, Dr Sameer Dal is 
investigating the causes and outcomes of epileptic 
spasms in children from one year of age.  

“The RCH is nationally and internationally recognised in 
epilepsy programs, and I feel privileged to be selected for 
such a prestigious training opportunity and to work as a 
Rats of Tobruk Neurology Fellow, with Dr Simon Harvey, 
Director of the Children’s Epilepsy Program at the RCH, 
and the Neurology and Epilepsy teams,” Sameer said.    

Through the fellowship, Sameer and his colleagues 
are currently one year into a two year project, which 
looks at children who develop epileptic spasms after 
their first birthday. 

While the majority of children diagnosed with 
epileptic spasms develop spasms between four 
and seven months old, some children develop 
seizures later and, in many cases, have worse overall 
outcomes. There has not been a lot of research done 
into this group of patients before, so it is anticipated 
findings from the study will have a major impact 
on the treatment and health outcomes for these 
children, with clinicians aiming to identify the causes 
of epilepsy for this group and how it differs to the 
typical epileptic spasm groups.  

“From our experience and preliminary evidence, we 
understand that most of these patients have structural 
causes, or a malformation that can be identified via 
advanced neuroimaging – and, in many cases, can be 
corrected by surgery,” Sameer said.

Sameer’s work will have a profound impact on 
patients like Piper, who experienced her first seizure 
when she was 17 months old.

After her first seizure, she was rushed to the RCH 
and within four hours and after 27 more seizures, she 
was placed into an induced coma. As the seizures 
continued, with no apparent cause that could be 
found, Piper’s parents opted to undertake a full 
genome sequencing for Piper where they discovered 
a rare syndrome that causes the onset of severe 
epilepsy which was able to be treated through a vagal 
nerve stimulant implant.

“It could have been very dire, and we could have 
ended up with a very physically incapable little girl. 
But being able to access the world leading care at the 
RCH saved her,” said Piper’s mum, Sara. 

Following the project, the team will develop a 
diagnostic criterion and define what late onset 
spasms are, as well as work with the wider paediatric 
neurology community to increase awareness.

“Without the generous philanthropic funding from 
the Rats of Tobruk, my neurology work here at  
RCH and this research wouldn’t have been possible, 
so I am immensely grateful. It really is a dream  
come true.”
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As one of the leading trauma centres in Victoria, the 
RCH treats hundreds of patients with an ABI each year, 
and these injuries can have a long lasting impacts. 

“Many children admitted with an ABI continue to 
experience cognitive and behavioural difficulties 
post-discharge with ongoing effects on participation 
and quality of life,” said Associate Professor Adam 
Scheinberg, Statewide Medical Director of the Victorian 
Paediatric Rehabilitation Service. 

Thanks to Ken’s gift, Adam and his team will undertake 
dedicated focus groups with clinicians and patient 
families with lived experiences to identify current gaps 
in care for the very early stages of the ABI journey.    

 “Clinicians do an amazing job in saving the lives of 
the children. This work is focused on what happens 
when the patient is stabilised and they’re moving out of 
intensive care and onto the rehabilitation ward. This is 
when they are starting this tough journey of recovering 
through the hospital system,” said Adam. 

“We will be able to ensure children admitted to the RCH 
with severe ABI receive the best care as an inpatient, 
and their families feel well supported, which in turn will 
help to minimise the ongoing impact on both the patient 
and their family,” he added. 

“I am proud that Dad’s legacy will live on through such an 
important piece of work. Living in the country, Dad would 
hear about many accidents that result in an ABI, like kids 
falling off horses or farm machinery malfunctioning so 
I know this work would have resonated with him. I also 
know that he would be happy to know that his money 
will not only honour Madison, but it will also help many 
children with an ABI,” said Louise. 

Ken’s generous 
gift leaves a 
lasting legacy 
Ken Bassett was a hardworking man, 
who was kind, generous and loved his 
grandkids more than anything else. It 
was this love and compassion that led 
Ken to leave a generous bequest for the 
RCH - a gift that will ensure thousands  
of patients at the hospital with an 
acquired brain injury (ABI) get the  
most advanced care possible. 

“Dad was an incredible man. He was soft natured and 
throughout his whole life was so content with working 
hard to provide for his family,” said Louise, Ken’s 
youngest daughter. 

“He was a truck driver by trade, before becoming a 
transport engineer, however farming was always a 
passion for him. When he officially retired, he bought 
several hundred acres near Echuca, built a house and 
made the most of his time on the farm.” 

Louise explained the only thing Ken loved more than 
cars and farming was kids. 

“Dad adored children and was lucky to have seven 
grandkids. Sadly, his first grandchild, Madison, was born 
sleeping in 1996, which was something that stuck with 
him,” said Louise. 

“When we talked about his Will, he would tell us that he 
wanted to give money to the RCH as a way to honour 
Madison. While she wasn’t a patient at the hospital, 
I think it was Dad’s way of acknowledging that she 
was still an important person in his life, so this was 
something he could do in her memory.”

Ken’s generosity will support an innovative multi-staged 
project that will cement the RCH as a global leader in 
the delivery of evidence based practice for children with 
severe ABI.  

An ABI occurs as a result of damage to the brain and 
encompasses any type of brain injury that occurs after 
birth. The most common causes of an ABI include traffic 
accidents, falls and sporting accidents. 

Ken with two of his grandchildren 
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You can give sick children and  
their families the most precious gift  
of all - hope. To learn more about 
leaving a gift in Will, contact our  
team on 03 9345 5037 or  
giftinwill.foundation@rch.org.au 

Frank Woodcock

health. It was these experiences that made Frank very 
passionate about giving to services and charities that 
supported mental health and disability support,” she said. 

Carolyn and fellow Trustee David Niven, Frank’s 
nephew, were tasked with ensuring that the trust’s 
remaining funds would be allocated as Frank would 
have wanted. 

 “Once we got to the stage when it was time to 
distribute the remaining funds from the trust, we 
reached out to the RCH Foundation as we wanted to 
ensure the money went to a project that Frank would be 
proud of,” she added. 

David and Carolyn made the decision to support the 
Melbourne Children’s Campus Mental Health Strategy, 
a vital project which will integrate mental health 
research, education, and care across the campus. Led by 
a team of experts from a range of clinical backgrounds 
and expertise, the strategy will develop a set of 
guidelines and frameworks to inform best care across 
the Melbourne Children’s Campus.

Professor Harriet Hiscock, Paediatrician and Chair of the 
Melbourne Children’s Campus Mental Health Strategy 
at the RCH, explained that at the heart of the strategy is 
family centred care. 

“Each year, thousands of children come to the RCH 
with physical health problems, but many of them 
have mental health problems too. Our strategy will 
allow us to work collaboratively on the Melbourne 
Children’s Campus to better support parents and 
families in identifying mental health concerns while 
also developing new guidelines that we can share with 
the Victorian community,” said Harriet.

“As a Trustee you have to think about that person, and 
their life and what they would have chosen had they still 
been here. For Carolyn and I, knowing Frank the way we 
did, we knew this was an initiative he would have felt 
strongly about,” said David.

Woodcock 
Family Trust 
supports vital 
mental health 
care initiative 
Frank Woodcock was a proud 
philanthropist with a larger than life 
personality. Before he passed away,  
Frank set up the Woodcock Family Trust, 
to care for his family financially and 
divert any remaining funds to charities, 
including the RCH. 

“Frank was a character. He faced a number of 
tragedies in his life but did what he could to make 
positives out of them. Because of this, he was 
passionate about supporting charities and causes 
close to him,” said Carolyn McEwin, one of the 
Trustees for the Woodcock Family Trust. 

“Frank had two sons – Ian and Bruce. Ian was born with 
cerebral palsy so spent some time at the RCH when he 
was a boy. Bruce sadly passed away when he was in his 
early 30s after many years of struggling with mental 



Creating your 
gift in Will 
After providing for your loved ones in your Will, you 
have the opportunity to consider the causes and 
organisations that have special meaning to you and ask 
yourself: what would I like my legacy to be? 

Together we can change the future of children’s health 
by solving today’s medical challenges and being better 
prepared for tomorrow’s.

If you plan to make a bequest, here are three reasons 
to let us know: 

1.   By talking to us before you finalise your Will, we can 
check the wording and your intention for your gift. 
Bequests require the RCH Foundation’s full legal name:  

 “The Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation Limited as   
 trustee for The Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation No.   
 2 Trust (ABN 75 761 829 818)”. 

  We can also help you to decide on the type of 
bequest that will be most effective in the future.

2.  You can help the RCH plan for the future. Research 
takes long-term planning and funding, and knowing 
that support is pledged now helps this. Telling us 
about your planned gift does not make it binding.  
We understand that circumstances change, so 
please just notify us if this happens.

3.  The 1870 Society is our way of expressing thanks 
to all those who make a gift in their Will. Members 
are invited to the Annual Lunch and behind 
the scenes opportunities, with your name also 
publicly acknowledged in the hospital. Privacy and 
confidentiality are always respected. You decide the 
frequency of contact with us, and can also choose  
to remain anonymous. 

If you have any questions or you 
would like more information 
about how to include a gift in 
Will please contact our Gift in 
Wills Team on 03 9345 5037 or 
giftinwill.foundation@rch.org.au. 
You can also visit our webpage: 
rchfoundation.org.au/1870Society

RCH Foundation 
Online Events  
We hope you enjoy learning about your impact on 
campus with our range of online events. Watch the 
recordings of our recent events below.  

S P O T L I G H T  O N  T H E  R C H  C H I E F 
E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R  
M A R C H  2 0 2 2 

In September 2021, the RCH appointed a new Chief 
Executive Officer, Bernadette McDonald. This event 
provided an introduction to Bernadette, including 
her inspiring history and journey to the RCH, and her 
aspirations for the future of the hospital. 

S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  T O  
WAT C H  T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

rchfoundation.org.au/2022/03/spotlight-rch-ceo

I N  C O N V E R S AT I O N  M E N TA L  H E A LT H  
J U LY  2 0 2 2 

Hosted by Sue Hunt, Chief Executive Officer, the 
RCH Foundation, the virtual event shone a light on 
the number of vital mental health projects across 
the Melbourne Children’s Campus being funded 
by philanthropy and featured a panel of leading 
specialists who provide mental health support 
services to patients and their families. 

S P O T L I G H T  O N  S U R G E R Y  
O C TO B E R  2 0 2 2 

This event showcased the incredible opportunities 
and changes in surgical excellence made possible 
through philanthropy, and provided many 
wonderful insights by Mike O’Brien, Chief of 
Surgery at the RCH.

Explore all RCH  
Foundation online events 

S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  T O  
WAT C H  T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

rchfoundation.org.au/2022/07/in-conversation-
mental-health

S C A N  T H E  Q R  C O D E  T O  
WAT C H  T H E  P R E S E N TAT I O N

rchfoundation.org.au/2022/10/spotlight- 
on-surgery


