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Vision

Mission

Values

We are one team, working towards one goal – making sick kids better.

To raise funds to assist the hospital in advancing the care of sick children, thu s improving quality of life.

Integrity  
Moral, ethical, honest, inclusive and trustworthy.

Gratitude  
Gratitude and appreciation guide what we do and how we act.

Innovation  
Change and creativity are central to who we are.

Excellence  
Beyond best practice.
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RCH patient, Augie 
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It is a privilege to be Patron of such an extraordinary group of people who make 
up The Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) Auxiliaries. This year’s collect ive fundraising 
e�ort reached $52 million raised over 104 years for the RCH, an incredible res ult that 
will positively impact the lives of sick children and their families. 

Thank you once again to Ti�any Lucas for your 
inspiring leadership, resulting in an incredible 
$1.65 million raised this year. I do enjoy meeting 
with all Auxiliaries throughout the year, and 
particularly spending time with those at Kids 
Day Out on Good Friday. The 2025 Madge Tate 
Award recipient, Jan Crockart, joined Ti�any  
and myself in presenting this year’s cheque 
during the Channel 7 Telethon, a real highlight  
of the day. 

Since joining the Geelong Auxiliary in 2010, 
Jan has been a force to be reckoned with, 
being named a Living Treasure in 2017 and then 
becoming President of the Geelong Auxiliary in 
2018. Jan personi�es the spirit and commitment 
of what it means to be an Auxiliary member. 
Through her role on the Auxiliaries Executive 
Committee (AEC) and her passion for connecting 
communities, Jan shares her wisdom and her 
creativity through all that she does. Thank you, 
Jan, for your ongoing commitment to the RCH 
Auxiliaries and the RCH.  

Congratulations to all Auxiliaries on your 
amazing achievements, you continue to push 
boundaries and creativity, �nding new ways to 
fundraise and making a di�erence to those who 
need it most at the RCH.  

Penny Fowler AM  
Patron 
The RCH Auxiliaries

Message from 
the Patron
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This year, I am once again �lled with immense awe and gratitude for the dedicati on, 
passion, and hard work that you have shown. Day in and day out, you choose not only 
to give back, but to help transform the lives of the sickest and smallest among us.  

Thanks to your unwavering commitment to 
making sick kids better, we have raised an 
outstanding $1,659,278 for this year’s record-
breaking Good Friday Appeal. This remarkable 
achievement is nothing short of inspiring – and 
more importantly, its impact on those who need 
it most will be profoundly life-changing. 

Your fundraising e�orts over the past year have 
been truly inspiring and innovative. Whether 
it was a market day, sausage sizzle, golf day, 
luncheon or Cuppa for Kids, you’ve helped to 
bring leading care to some of the smallest and 
most vulnerable lives. Each act of generosity  
and every dollar raised sends a powerful 
message to sick children and their families:  
they are not alone.

Your e�orts are helping to fund state-of-the-
art equipment, groundbreaking research, the 
development of future medical leaders, and 
world-class care that puts the child and their 
family at the very heart. But more than that, your 
hard work is building a legacy. Your enduring 
impact is reaching far beyond the hospital’s 
four walls – bringing hope, transformation, and 
breakthroughs that once seemed completely out 
of reach.  

So, no matter how you chose to fundraise, you 
can be proud knowing that you have helped 
advance our mission and created a lasting 
impact on the lives of children and families. 

I would like to thank the AEC, Auxiliaries 
Membership Committee, the Growth 
Committee, and the Dame Elisabeth Murdoch 
Nursing Development Scholarship Committee 
for the time and e�ort they put into steering and 
supporting our wonderful Auxiliaries community. 
I would also like to thank our incredible Patron, 
Penny Fowler AM, for her thoughtful leadership 
and ongoing support. 

Lastly, I want to thank the RCH Foundation for 
their never-ending support: Richard Leder OAM, 
Chair, the RCH Foundation Board; Ryan Brown, 
Chief Executive O�cer, and the entire Auxiliaries 
and Fundraising team – including Megan 
Harrington, Manager, Auxiliaries and Fundraising 
and Lucia di Maio, Auxiliaries Coordinator –  
who work tirelessly to ensure the success of  
the Auxiliaries. 

Most importantly, I want to thank you. Leading 
this remarkable community of passionate, driven 
and kind individuals is truly a great privilege. 
Thank you for the di�erence you make every 
single day.

Ti�any Lucas   
President 
The RCH Auxiliaries

Message from 
the President
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On behalf of the RCH Foundation, a heartfelt congratulations on another i ncredible 
year of fundraising. The impact of your collective e�orts will be felt far and wide, 
funding vital projects at the RCH and beyond. 

As the hospital’s longest-standing philanthropic 
supporter, your unwavering commitment is 
instrumental in ensuring the RCH remains a 
world-leading paediatric hospital. Thanks to your 
generosity, we are able to support critical care 
initiatives and cutting-edge research, as well as 
deliver essential programs for patients and their 
families. The time you commit, the e�ort you 
make, and the passion you show help shape 
healthier futures and improve outcomes for sick 
and vulnerable children and young people.  

This year, as part of the 95th Good Friday 
Appeal, you collectively raised an extraordinary 
$1,659,278. Your dedication and compassion 
throughout the year, week after week, helped 
make another record-breaking total for this 
year’s Appeal possible.  

This contribution is truly powerful, creating an 
impact that will be felt for generations to come. 
It is a testament to everything the RCH Auxiliaries 
embody – kindness, hard work, integrity, 
gratitude and humility. Above all, it demonstrates 
your extraordinary commitment to helping sick 
children get better. 

Your e�orts not only help shape the care that 
is currently being delivered but also allow us 
to reimagine what is possible for the future – 
bringing comfort to families, advancing medical 
breakthroughs, and creating a world where all 
kids thrive.  

Since my �rst day at the RCH Foundation nine 
years ago, I have seen �rsthand the extraordinary 
dedication of the RCH Auxiliaries. Time and 
again, you have shown up in support of our 
world leading hospital, demonstrating a deep 
and enduring commitment to its success.  

I would like to extend a special thank you to 
Ti�any Lucas for her leadership and contribution 
to the RCH Auxiliaries this year, and to the 
AEC, Melbourne Flower and Garden Show, 
Membership and Growth Committees, for their 
dedication and support in strengthening the 
impact and future of the Auxiliaries.  

And �nally, to each and every one of you – thank 
you. You are the heart and soul of the RCH, and 
we are profoundly grateful for all that you do.  

Ryan Brown 
Chief Executive O�cer 
The RCH Foundation

Message from the  
RCH Foundation
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Thank you for the extraordinary di�erence you make to children, young people a nd 
families at the RCH.  

On behalf of everyone at the RCH, thank you 
to the RCH Auxiliaries for raising an incredible 
$1,659,278. This is a remarkable achievement 
that will have a lasting impact on the children, 
young people and families who rely on our care.  

Your contribution to our hospital goes far 
beyond fundraising. Every week at the RCH, 
your presence on Main Street creates a sense of 
warmth, connection and community that is felt 
by families and sta� members who walk through 
our doors.  

This year, your generosity has supported more 
than 30 initiatives across the hospital, spanning 
vital equipment and technology, innovative 
clinical programs, patient and family-centred 
care, leading-edge research, and the education 
and training of future healthcare leaders.  

Among them are projects like the Eating 
Disorders Pod, an innovative model improving 
outcomes for young people with complex 
conditions, and our world-leading paediatric 
music therapy program, which continues to 
support children’s emotional wellbeing during 
treatment. Your support has also helped advance 
groundbreaking research, expand specialist care 
programs, and fund critical roles that directly 
support patients and families.  

Every one of these initiatives represents a 
meaningful step forward in how we care  
for children.  

None of it would be possible without you.  

Whether funding life-changing programs, 
advancing research, or simply bringing kindness 
into the hospital each day, you are helping our 
kids get better and giving families hope when 
they need it most.  

To the entire AEC, thank you for your continued 
outstanding leadership over the past year. And to 
every Auxiliary member, thank you for everything 
you do to support children and young people. 
We are deeply grateful for your dedication, 
compassion and enduring commitment. The 
di�erence you make is felt in every corner of the 
hospital, every single day.  

Thank you. 

Message 
from the RCH

Dr Peter Steer  
Chief Executive O�cer 
The RCH 
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Message from the Good Friday Appeal

Penny Fowler AM and Rebecca Cowan 
with the Faces of the 2026 Good Friday 
Appeal, Alissa and Oliver

Scan to view the 2026 
Good Friday Appeal 
Community Report 
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In the 95th year of the Good Friday 
Appeal, we have been celebrating 
milestones and achievements of groups  
and organisations that share the same 
vision for helping to make a di�erence to 
sick kids and their families. For the past 
104 years, the Auxiliaries’ commitment 
has raised an incredible $52 million, 
congratulations.  

This year, more than 50 Auxiliary groups and 
over 350 members were creative and dedicated, 
raising $1,659,278. We thank each and every 
member for your extraordinary support all 
year round and generosity, which contributed 
to the Good Friday Appeal’s record breaking 
$25,268,485. 

The role of the Auxiliaries is more than just 
fundraising. You model what it means to be 
part of a community: creating connection, 
purpose and positive change, inspiring others to 
join or to support in other ways. The generous 
spirit of giving throughout Auxiliary groups is 
evident through the numerous events, stalls and 
fundraisers held throughout the year, and we are 
grateful for your commitment, time and energy. 

This year, over 30 projects at the hospital will be 
supported, and for the third year, $3 million will 
be distributed to 30 regional paediatric health 

95
years of the  

Good Friday Appeal

A record breaking

$25,268,485
raised in 2026

Over  $517 million 
raised by the Good Friday Appeal since 1931

Penny Fowler AM  
Chairman  
The Good Friday Appeal 

Rebecca Cowan  
Executive Director  
The Good Friday Appeal

services. The funds will be used to purchase 
state-of-the-art equipment and technology, 
invest in groundbreaking research, leadership 
and education programs, and family and patient-
centred care. In the regions, families will be able 
to access the care they need closer to home. 

Our heartfelt thank you and congratulations 
once again to all involved in the RCH Auxiliaries. 
You continue to make a positive di�erence to 
the lives of sick kids and their families. You thrive 
on �nding new ways to fundraise, new ways to 
connect, and new ways to make an impact. All 
for the love of our kids. 

Penny Fowler AM, Good Friday Appeal Chairman and Patron of the RCH Auxiliari es, Paul Dowsley, 
Channel 7 reporter, Ti�any Lucas, President of the RCH Auxiliaries, and J an Crockart, 2025 Madge Tate 
Service Award Recipient and President of the Geelong Auxiliary
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Your Impact
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RCH patient Sa�ron to the right, with her sister
RCH patient, Jacob and his mum, Lauren

Scan QR code  
to read  

Jacob’s story.
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Annual Auxiliary Good Friday  
Digital Appeal 

$153,035

Auxiliaries Legacy Fund $94,857

Broadmeadows Auxiliary $20,282

Butter�y Auxiliary $59,549

Cancer Crusaders Auxiliary $89,633

Cancer In Kids Auxiliary (CIKA) $124,541

Caroline Auxiliary $12,855

CasKids Auxiliary $5,962

Charli’s Angels Auxiliary $2,305

Children's Brain Tumour  
Association Auxiliary 

$5,787

ChIPSXiliary $2,595

Courage For Kids Auxiliary $2,464

Cystic Fibrosis Research Trust $15,932

DEMNDS Annual Event $11,894

DEMNDS Endowment Fund $187,796

Dirty Hands, Happy Hearts Auxiliary $3,620

Footscray/Yarraville Juniors Auxiliary $3,096

Friends Of The Children's Bioethics 
Centre (CBC) Auxiliary

$42,112

Geelong Auxiliary $47,240

Gratitude Hub $189,943

Haemophilia Auxiliary (HAUX) $2,826 

Hawthorn Auxiliary $3,949

Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary $31,742

League Of Former Trainees  
(LOFT) Auxiliary 

$14,281

Leukaemia Auxiliary at RCH (LARCH) $9,696

Neonate Mates Auxiliary $17,603

Parkville Auxiliary $20,499

Prembubs Auxiliary $8,499

President's Fundraising Network $63,677

South Western Auxiliary $42,270

St Kilda Auxiliary $11,431

Supporting Miracles in Life Everyday 
(SMILE) Auxiliary

$88,944

Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary $148,346

The Melbourne Sinfonia Auxiliary $5,848

Wangaratta Auxiliary $11,571

Waverley Auxiliary $23,080

Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary $38,602

Yellow Ribbon Kids Auxiliary $8,753

Young Warriors Auxiliary $17,407

We would also like to acknowledge and thank those Auxiliaries who raised under $2, 000, 
and all those who supported in kind. 

Absent Friends Auxiliary  

Beyond Sight Auxiliary  

Bright Starts Auxiliary  

Brimbank to RCH Auxiliary  

Children’s Flyers Fun Auxiliary  

CPR Auxiliary   

Friends of Transcend Auxiliary 

Heart Throb Auxiliary  

Inverloch Diabetic Unit Auxiliary  

KidsCan Auxiliary 

Mish Mish Women’s Auxiliary  

Pankina Auxiliary  

RCH Volunteers Auxiliary  

Viva RCH Auxiliary 

Financial results  
2025/2026

Financial results are based on the Good Friday Appeal Year, 1 March 2025 – 28 February 20 26.
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$1,659,278
was raised to help  

make sick kids better

RCH patient, Olivia
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In the past year, Auxiliary funds have been approved 
and distributed to the following projects: 

Your support  
in 2025/2026

Equipment and Technology  
Eating Disorders Pod: An innovative approach to improving outcomes 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary  
SMILE Auxiliary  
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

Retinoblastoma – liquid biopsy – single patient application 
Beyond Sight Auxiliary 

Sensory integration intervention on Banksia  
KidsCan Auxiliary 
President’s Fundraising Network

Toys for Allied Health Therapies  
Parkville Auxiliary

Patient and Family Centred Care 
Bed sponsorship – Butter�y Ward  
Neonate Mates Auxiliary 

CasKids Family Work Pods 
CasKids Auxiliary 

COCOON Nurse Coordinator 2 
Butter�y Auxiliary 

Co-designed videos for health education with trans 
children and youth 
Friends of Transcend Auxiliary 

Crisis Care Unit resources for children and young 
people 
The Melbourne Sinfonia Auxiliary 

Establishing the RCH as a centre for the delivery of 
Advanced Therapies 
Auxiliaries Legacy Fund 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary  
CasKids Auxiliary   
Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary 

Garden Program Vision: A Breath of Fresh Air 
Dirty Hands Happy Hearts Auxiliary 

Improving evidence-based practice for children 
with severe acquired brain injury 
SMILE Auxiliary  
Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary 

Improving Support for Autism and Intellectual 
Disability (ISAID) 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary  
South Western Auxiliary  
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Parent-child Mother Goose Program 
Waverley Auxiliary 

RCH Bereavement Services Program 
SMILE Auxiliary 

RCH Complex Movement Disorders Program 2 
South Western Auxiliary 

Social Work Liver Transplant Fund 
Yellow Ribbon Kids Auxiliary 

Social Work Samaritan Fund 
LARCH Auxiliary 

Social Work Service in The Children’s Cancer Centre 
SMILE Auxiliary 

Tuning in to thriving: a world leading paediatric 
music therapy program 
Geelong Auxiliary  
Parkville Auxiliary  
SMILE Auxiliary  
Waverley Auxiliary
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RCH clinicians
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Leadership, Education and Training 
Academic Burns Surgeon - Transforming the Future of RCH Burns Care 
South Western Auxiliary 

Children’s Bioethics Centre Education Grant 2024-2025 
Friends of the CBC Auxiliary 

Children’s Bioethics Centre 2025-2027 
Friends of the CBC Auxiliary 

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Nursing Development Scholarship 
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Nursing Development Scholarship (DEMNDS) Endowment Fund 

Education in advanced heart failure nursing 
SMILE Auxiliary 

Elizabeth Fearon Scholarship 
LOFT Auxiliary 

Epidermolysis Bullosa Nurse Training Fellowship 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Mito Foundation Clinical Fellowship 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary 

RCH Burns Fellow: Better burns care now and in the future 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary 

Research 
Children’s Cancer Centre Biospecimen Service (CCCBS) 
Cancer Crusaders Auxiliary 

CIKA Clinician Scientist Fellow – Dr Deborah Meyran 
Cancer In Kids Auxiliary (CIKA) 

Enhancing the orthopaedics department translational research program 
SMILE Auxiliary 

Paediatric Adaptive Sepsis Platform Trial (PASSPORT) 
SMILE Auxiliary 

RCH Auxiliaries Clinician Scientist Fellow – Associate Professor Penelope Bryant 
Made possible by all RCH Auxiliary members

Solid Tumours Research Assistant, Prof David Eisenstat 
CIKA  

The Victorian Prader-Willi Register and associated research 
Footscray/Yarraville Juniors Auxiliary  
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 
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RCH patient, Axel
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The Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Nursing Development 
Scholarship was established to champion nursing 
excellence at the RCH and help transform paediatric 
healthcare. This year, that vision is realised 
through its recipient, Neurovascular Clinical Nurse 
Consultant at the RCH, Adam Rozsa. His mission 
is clear: to ensure the early signs of neurological 
decline in children are recognised and acted upon 
before it’s too late. 

When a child’s neurological condition begins to 
deteriorate, every minute matters. Conditions such 
as stroke, spinal cord compression and refractory 
seizures can escalate rapidly – and missed warning 
signs can mean the di�erence between recovery, 
permanent disability or worse. However, identifying 
early neurological changes in children remains highly 
complex. 

“It can be a tricky area of assessment – not just for 
nurses, but for clinicians throughout the hospital,” 
Adam explained.  

“We’re trained to pick up neurological deterioration, 
but it can be obscured by other factors: a child who 
is pre-verbal, drowsy after an operation, critically 
unwell, or has a developmental delay. We know 
that these cohorts are at further increased risk, and 
that delayed recognition can lead to signi�cant 
complications,” he continued. 

According to Adam, current assessment tools are 
often better at detecting late-stage deterioration 
rather than subtle early changes, which can impact 
patient outcomes. 

“We want to recognise the change sooner. That’s 
what I’m hoping the scholarship will help me do,” 
Adam explained. 

His project, ‘Detecting Acute Neurological Changes 
Early’ (DANCE), aims to develop a hospital-wide 
framework to improve early recognition and response 
to neurological deterioration across all patient 
cohorts and clinical settings.  

The project will map current practice gaps, involve 
a comprehensive review of validated international 
assessment tools, and develop an implementation 
plan to embed consistent, evidence-based escalation 
pathways across the hospital. 

“We’re looking to move what can be a signi�cant 
patient safety issue towards an opportunity for 
clinical leadership and excellence in paediatric 
care. There is a lot of innovation happening in the 
neurology space, and our assessment tools need to 
keep up to recognise some of these changes,” Adam 
explained. 

Thanks to the scholarship, Adam will be able to 
undertake site visits to leading paediatric centres in 
the United States – including the National Children’s 
Hospital Washington, St. Louis Children’s Hospital and 
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center – to benchmark 
best practice and explore how proven models can be 
adapted for the RCH. 

Adam’s project has the potential to enhance 
patient care and transform paediatric healthcare 
for generations, re�ecting the true purpose of this 
scholarship. 

“I’m incredibly grateful to the RCH Auxiliaries for 
investing in me. The opportunity stands to bring 
great bene�t to the children Dame Elisabeth was 
thinking about when this scholarship came into 
existence – and I intend to honour it to the best of 
my ability,” Adam concluded. 

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Nursing Development 
Scholarship:  Creating a new standard to improve 
outcomes for children with neurological conditions 

Photo: Adam Rozsa (middle), the 2026 scholarship 
recipient with Adjunct Professor Kathryn Riddell 
(left), Chief Nursing O�cer at the RCH, and Ryan 
Brown (right) Chief Executive O�cer of the RCH 
Foundation
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Mia’s parents have always known her as cheeky, 
kind, loving and a devoted Melbourne Victory 
fan. But what has truly de�ned this extraordinary 
young girl is her remarkable resilience and 
strength, visible from the very �rst day she came 
to the RCH at only 18 months old.  

“Mia was already seeing a paediatrician for not 
meeting her milestones. At 18 months, we were 
referred to the RCH and underwent some genetic 
testing,” Chantal, Mia’s mother shared. 

“It was then that she was �rst diagnosed with Rett 
syndrome,” she added. 

Rett syndrome is a rare genetic disorder that 
a�ects brain development and leads to signi�cant 
disability from early childhood, including the 
loss of previously acquired skills such as walking, 
crawling, hand use, and speech. 

This diagnosis completely changed Mia and her 
family’s future overnight. With no cure and limited 
treatment options, they placed their trust in the 
expertise of the RCH, including the hospital’s 
Senior Neurologist, Associate Professor Andrew 
Kornberg, and the care provided by the hospital 
team.  

But it wasn’t long until the family had to deal with 
another devastating blow. 

“When Mia turned four, she started having 
seizures. Andrew diagnosed her with epilepsy 
and started monitoring her condition,” recalled 
Chantal. 

Mia’s epilepsy was so severe that she would have 
non-stop seizures, resulting in constant trips to 
the RCH. 

“Mia had frequent hospital visits for her seizures. 
She even had a long stay in the hospital for a 
total of nine months,” Chantal recalled. 

Fortunately, the family found new hope in 
advanced treatments, when Andrew enrolled Mia 
in a clinical trial, giving her access to this novel 
medicine. 

Access to this cutting-edge therapy completely 
transformed Mia and her family’s life. Critically, it 
has meant that their days are no longer �lled with 
the agonising anxiety around when their precious 
daughter’s next seizure might occur.  

“The clinical drug trial has made an incredible, 
life-changing di�erence,” Chantal highlighted. 

“Mia used to have a number of symptoms, in 
addition to her seizures, but a lot of those have 
now disappeared,” she further emphasised.

As therapies continue to rapidly develop, Chantal 
remains hopeful that future breakthroughs and 
treatments may one day change Mia’s future.

“Our hope is that one day there is a gene therapy 
approved for Mia that could potentially reverse 
her condition. She could then have her own 
voice and share her thoughts and feelings with 
the world,” Chantal said. 

The RCH Auxiliaries – in particular, the Auxiliary 
Legacy Fund, Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary, 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary, and CasKids Auxiliary 
– have generously supported the RCH as they 
work to establish a dedicated home for advanced 
therapies.  

Their generosity is helping transform outcomes 
for children with rare and complex diseases. It 
has the potential to change countless young lives, 
improve outcomes, and importantly, give families 
like Mia’s hope for a brighter future. 

Meet Mia

Photo: Mia in a Melbourne Victory scarf
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The RCH Auxiliaries Clinician Scientist 
Fellow  helping sick kids heal safely  
at home 

Through the RCH’s Clinician Scientist Fellow 
program, 24 leading clinicians are provided with 
a very valuable asset – time. This protected and 
dedicated time is critical to uncovering new 
treatments and discoveries that will change the 
future of children’s health. This year, Associate 
Professor Penelope Bryant was awarded the 
inaugural RCH Auxiliaries Clinician Scientist 
Fellowship for her commitment to helping more 
children recover safely in the comfort of their own 
homes.  

Penelope has dedicated her career to discovering 
better ways for children to recover safely outside 
hospital walls. Her research has pioneered the 
medical evolution of the RCH’s Hospital in the Home 
(HITH) program. The HITH program ensures that 
eligible children, who may ordinarily be admitted to 
hospital, are able to receive the same level of high-
quality clinical care at home.  

Thanks to Penelope’s leadership and research, the 
program has grown from supporting 16 beds to more 
than 60. This growth has helped give more children 
and families the opportunity to spend less time in 
hospitals and more time together at home, while 
continuing to receive the care they need.  

“Children recover quicker, their quality of life 
is better, and it’s three times less expensive for 
families. When it is safe to treat children outside 
of the hospital, we have a duty to try and get them 
home,” Penelope said.  

One of Penelope’s key areas of focus is antibiotic 
use. Nearly 50 per cent of children in hospital are on 
intravenous (IV) antibiotics at any one time, making 
this treatment the single biggest reason children 
are admitted. Through her research, Penelope has 
helped revolutionise clinical antibiotic prescribing 
practices at the RCH and shaped national paediatric 
guidelines used across Australia.  

Importantly, her work is also helping address one 
of the world’s most pressing health challenges: 
antibiotic resistance – among the top 10 health 
threats globally.  

“I think antibiotic resistance is a problem that we just 
can’t do enough about, everybody has to be involved, 
everybody has to be thinking about it – from doctors, 
nurses, patients, vets to farmers,” Penelope explained.  

As a Clinician Scientist Fellow, Penelope will be able 
to further her vital research in investigating e�ective 
antibiotic use and timely discharge post-surgery. 

Penelope’s research aims to identify and establish 
evidence-based criteria to enable children with 
more severe skin and urinary infections and those 
recovering from appendicitis to return home safely 
and sooner after surgery. This work has the potential 
to shorten inpatient stays, minimise the number of 
readmissions or complications, and boost outcomes 
for children and their families.

At the heart of Penelope’s work is a simple goal: 
helping more children recover where they heal best, 
while also ensuring hospital beds remain available for 
the children who need them most. Her research will 
bene�t children now and for generations to come – 
a reality made possible thanks to the RCH Auxiliaries.  

“Without the RCH Foundation, this work would 
never have gotten o� the ground – and I feel 
incredibly proud to now have the ongoing support 
of the RCH Auxiliaries. Thanks to them, we keep 
challenging assumptions and asking questions 
to improve children’s health in to the future. I am 
beyond grateful,” Penelope concluded. 

Photo: RCH Auxiliaries Clinician Scientist Fellow,  
Associate Professor Penelope Bryant
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Colorectal Champions Auxiliary: 
Inspiring support for children with 
colorectal conditions 

When a child is diagnosed with a rare and complex 
colorectal condition, life can change in an instant. 
Parents are suddenly navigating unfamiliar territory 
– from bowel washouts to stomas. It was these 
exact challenges that inspired Sarah and Seija’s 
commitment to ensuring that no family should have 
to face these hardships alone. 

Sarah’s son was diagnosed with Hirschsprung’s 
disease at just six days old. This rare and complex 
congenital condition meant that his large bowel 
formed without nerves and was unable to function 
properly, resulting in lifelong medical care and a new 
reality for their family.  

As Sarah came to terms with her son’s diagnosis, 
she formed a friendship with Seija, whose daughter 
was born with an anorectal malformation. Brought 
together by their experiences at the RCH, the 
mothers developed a connection and shared 
gratitude for the exceptional care their children 
received. 

“These conditions carry profound medical, 
emotional and social impacts, yet remain physically 
hidden,” Sarah and Seija said, the co-founders of 
Colorectal Champions Auxiliary. 

Both families have navigated the extensive medical 
journey that comes with colorectal conditions, 
including surgeries and prolonged hospital 
admissions, giving them a deep understanding of the 
emotional and practical challenges faced by families 
in similar situations.  

“The taboo surrounding bowel dysfunction means 
many families feel unable to speak openly, reinforcing 
isolation and limiting broader understanding. 
Children living with complex colorectal conditions 
deserve expert care that protects their dignity and 
enables full participation in everyday life,” the mums 
highlighted.  

This shared purpose and appreciation for the RCH’s 
excellent care resulted in the establishment of the 
Colorectal Champions Auxiliary in 2025. 

“We wanted to raise money for the RCH, because 
that is where the best surgeons and the best care 
for colorectal conditions is in Australia. We want to 

support the hospital to ensure they can continue 
to deliver world-class service to children and their 
families,” Sarah shared. 

Beyond fundraising, the group is also focused on 
raising awareness to help reduce stigma and improve 
understanding of these conditions. 

“We want to build awareness around colorectal 
conditions, so people can understand the burden 
on children and families experiencing these 
complex conditions and are more inclined to 
support them,” Seija said. 

Since o�cially launching the Auxiliary in March 
2026, they have raised over $83,000– an incredible 
achievement. They are grateful to see their group 
continue to grow and to be so warmly welcomed by 
their fellow Auxiliary members. 

Looking ahead, the Auxiliary hopes to establish 
an annual �agship event and increase community 
awareness, to create a lasting impact for children 
living with colorectal conditions. 

“We are striving to ensure infants born today receive 
life-changing colorectal care, that their families are 
supported, and that they have hope for their child’s 
future,” concluded Sarah and Seija.

Photo: Seija (left) and Sarah (right), co-founders 
of the Colorectal Champions Auxiliary with their 
children, Astrid and Edward, at the RCH
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RCH patient, Ella and her nurse

RCH patient, Emily
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The year in photos

Butter�y Auxiliary Kids Day Out stall

Cuppa for Kids launch at the RCH Foundation

Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary  
Tennis Day RCH Auxiliaries Christmas party
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Members of the Dame Elisabeth Murdoch Nursing Development Scholarship Committee with the 2025 
scholarship recipient, Mellissa Short (middle)

Cancer Crusaders Kids Day Out stall

Ti�any Lucas, Liz Dawes OAM, and Penny 
Fowler AM at the 2025 Auxiliary Award 
Winners morning tea
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Cuppa for Kids fundraiser

Anne and Nanette, members of St Kilda Auxiliary 
on Channel 7 Lions Club of Box Hill Silk Road CIKA fun run
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Neonate Mates Auxiliary stall at the 2026 Paddy’s 
Day MarketTemplestowe/Yarra Valley Kids Day Out

2025 Living Treasures recipients receive their awards from Penny Fowler AM and Ryan Brown
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Penny Fowler AM  
Patron  | the RCH Auxiliaries

Penny Fowler is Chairman of the Herald & Weekly Times and News 
Corp Australia’s Community Ambassador, Penny is Chairman of 
the RCH Good Friday Appeal, Chair of the National Portrait Gallery, 
Chair of the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, and a Board member 
of Tourism Australia. She is also on the Advisory Board of Visy/Pratt 
USA, is a board member of Tech Mahindra & the Bank of Melbourne 
(St. George) Foundation. She is a trustee of CrudenFarm and Deputy 
Chair of the Calvert-Jones Foundation. Penny is a member of Chief 
Executive Women, and an Ambassador for the Australian Indigenous 
Education Foundation, as well as SecondBite. In 2024, Penny was 
appointed a Member of the Order of Australia.

Ti�any Lucas  
President  

President’s Fundraising Network

Ti�any has a background in law 
and not-for-pro�t management. 
She has been involved with 
the RCH Auxiliaries for over 12 
years - initially as a member 
and President of the American 
Women’s Association, then as 
a Member and Secretary of the 
Friends of the CBC Auxiliary and 
currently as President of the 
President’s Fundraising Network. 
On top of that, Ti�any is serving 
her second term as President 
of the RCH Auxiliaries. Ti�any 
is passionate about diversifying 
and growing the RCH Auxiliaries 
and contributing to the second 
century of wonderful work. 

Jan Gilbertson
Vice President  

Parkville Auxiliary

Jan has been a dedicated 
member of the Parkville Auxiliary 
for more than 16 years and 
served as its President from 2019 
to 2024. She joined the AEC in 
February 2020, initially supporting 
Vice President Barb Nicoll with 
Auxiliary events, before being 
appointed Vice President in 
2022. Jan is passionate about 
supporting and encouraging 
Auxiliaries in their fundraising 
e�orts and was recognised with a 
Living Treasure Award in 2017. 

Alexa Black
Secretary  

SMILE Auxiliary

Alexa is a dedicated mother and 
teacher who strives to engage 
young people in community 
service and volunteering. 
Motivated by her daughter’s 
experience at the RCH, she is 
the founding President of SMILE 
Auxiliary and joined the AEC 
in 2025. Alexa is committed to 
supporting the work of the RCH 
Auxiliaries and helping make sick 
kids better.  

The Auxiliaries Executive Committee
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Ruth Murray 
General member   
Cancer Crusaders Auxiliary

Ruth has been involved with the 
Auxiliaries for the past 24 years, 
initially as a member of CIKA. 
In 2013, she established Cancer 
Crusaders Auxiliary with Peter 
Murray and Sharron Markovic, 
where she took up the position 
of Treasurer. She is a passionate 
fundraiser and enjoys running 
stalls and organising events like 
high teas and dinner dances. 
Through Cancer Crusaders, she 
has also organised the Auxiliary 
stall at the Kids Day Out for 
several years. In 2015, Ruth 
received a Living Treasure Award 
and in 2018 she received the 
Madge Tate Service Award. 

Janice Memery 
General member   
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Janice has been a longstanding 
member of the Broadmeadows 
Auxiliary since 1982 and was 
recognised with a Living 
Treasure Award in 2004.  She 
is proud to have helped grow 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary’s impact 
as it now reaches its 60th year of 
fundraising. Janice is committed 
to continuing her family’s tradition 
of voluntary service to the RCH, 
with her long-term involvement in 
the AEC honouring the memory 
of her mother, Jean Sutton. 

Robyn Anderson OAM
General member   
CasKids Auxiliary and 
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary

Robyn joined Nunawading 
Auxiliary (now CasKids) in 1971. 
She was President of Auxiliaries 
from 2013 to 2016 and proudly 
President and Secretary of 
CasKids. Currently, Robyn serves 
as a member of Templestowe/
Yarra Valley Auxiliary. Robyn 
received a Medal of the Order 
of Australia (OAM) in 2020. As a 
staunch Auxiliary member, she is 
committed to supporting the RCH 
through fundraising, committee 
membership and ambassadorship. 

Jan Crockart
General member   
Geelong Auxiliary  

Jan joined the Geelong Auxiliary 
in 2010 and became President in 
2018. She is actively involved in 
fundraising within the Geelong 
community and works closely 
with the Auxiliary Leadership 
Group on a range of events. Jan 
is also a committed volunteer 
beyond the Auxiliaries, having 
volunteered with the Red Cross 
(2007–2010), Meals on Wheels, 
and at the MCG since 2007. She 
is a member of the Grovedale 
Waurn Ponds Lions Club. Jan was 
recognised as a Living Treasure in 
2017 and received the Madge Tate 
Service Award in 2025. 

Ryan Brown
Chief Executive O�cer   
RCH Foundation 

Ryan Brown is the Chief Executive 
O�cer of the RCH Foundation, 
a position he was appointed 
to in 2024. Ryan joined the 
organisation in 2017 and, in this 
time, has held senior leadership 
positions including as the Deputy 
Chief Executive O�cer and the 
Director of Fundraising. 

Philip Martins  
Chief Financial O�cer   
RCH Foundation

Philip Martins is a results-oriented 
executive with a proven track 
record of leadership across the 
corporate, not-for-pro�t, and 
�nancial services sectors. He 
is currently the Chief Financial 
O�cer at the RCH Foundation, 
where he plays a key role in 
stewarding the Foundation’s 
�nancial sustainability in support 
of world-class paediatric 
healthcare. 
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Re�ections re�ect the period June 30 2025 – July 1 2026.

Broadmeadows Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1967   
President:  Janice Memery    
Secretary:  Faye Eccles     
Treasurer:  Christine Boden     
Main funding purpose:  Area of greatest need  
Grants supported:  Establishing the RCH as a Centre 
for the Delivery of Advanced Therapies, Improving 
Support for Autism and Intellectual Disability (ISAID), 
and Eating Disorders Pod 

These past 12 months have seen members achieve 
signi�cant service milestones. 

Congratulations to Lorraine Martin on receiving 
her 45-year Service Badge, and to her three 
granddaughters, Grace Davies, Eliza Davies and 
Chloe Sultana, on receiving their 10-year Service 
Badges. Congratulations also to Thilda Stevens on 
receiving her 35-year Service Badge, and Haley 
Boden on receiving her 25-year Service Badge. In 
addition, three members of the Heymans family 
received their 10-year Service Badges.  

These milestones are particularly signi�cant as, in 
2027, we will celebrate our 60th birthday and 60 
years of fundraising in support of the RCH.  

Our annual High Tea continues to be our biggest 
fundraising event, alongside our Bunnings sausage 
sizzles and other fundraising activities, helping us 
raise over $20,000 this year.  

Butter�y Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2023   
President and Treasurer: Julie Hartney  
Secretary:  Margaret Tarrant  
Main funding purpose:  Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU)  
Grants supported:  COCOON Care Coordinator  

Butter�y Auxiliary continues to play an active role 
in raising awareness and support for improving 
the lives of sick children. The group is delighted to 
welcome Mary Skehan, a vibrant new member whose 
enthusiasm adds fresh energy to the team.  

Over the past year, Butter�y Auxiliary has contributed 
to several events, including the Good Friday Appeal, 
Paddy’s Market, the Winter and Spring markets, and 
the Christmas Market where Mrs Claus attended. 
These e�orts have strengthened our presence and 
impact.    

As our Auxiliary continues to grow, Butter�y Auxiliary 
remains committed to building connections and 
spreading awareness across diverse communities, all 
in support of fundraising for the hospital’s NICU.   

Cancer Crusaders Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2013   
President:  Janine Langdon  
Secretary:  Sharron Markovic  
Treasurer:  Ruth Murray   
Main funding purpose:  Cancer research  
Grants supported:  Children’s Cancer Centre Biobank 
Coordinator 

We are now in our 13th year and are still going 
strong. We are proud of all that we have achieved and 
this year, we were lucky enough to have our member, 
John, receive a Living Treasure award.  

We run regular hospital stalls selling all sorts of 
goodies and bake up a storm for our market days. 
Our Oaks Day Luncheon is always a sell-out success, 
along with our popular high teas.  

Our major fundraiser is Kids Day Out on Good Friday. 
It’s a very busy day full of fun, games and balloon 
madness, raising over $37,000 this year. We also held 
an Easter Egg stall, made possible by the amazing 
donations of Braemar College students. We have 
many supporters and helpers including friends and 
family who join in on our fun. 

Cancer Crusaders is a small group of enthusiastic 
people dedicated to our cause. We are currently 
funding the Biobank Coordinator and look forward to 
continuing supporting cancer research and the RCH’s 
Children’s Cancer Centre, with our aim – as always – 
to “help sick kids get better.”  

Auxiliary Re�ections
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Last year, CIKA celebrated 45 years of fundraising and 
what a journey it has been!  

To all our current members and all those that have 
gone before, congratulations on all the hard work 
that saw our fundraising since 1980 surpass $5 
million.  

Our fundraising covers a broad spectrum that include 
the Bendigo Posties, an abundance of stalls led by 
Ruth, open art studios exhibitions, Tractor Treks, 
Wood Days (raised $38,500), focus group monthly 
fundraising, fun runs, and generous donations from 
our many regular supporters.  

Over the last three years, CIKA has funded the 
position of a research assistant in the Eisenstat 
Laboratory. Early this year, CIKA was also o�ered 
the chance to fund a CIKA Clinician Scientist Fellow 
for the next �ve years, and with Dr Deborah Meyran 
involved we are very con�dent in the research being 
undertaken.   

CIKA will continue to focus on “Funding Research to 
Find a Cure.” 

Colorectal Champions Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2025   
President:  Sarah McArthur  
Secretary:  Seija Keeble  
Treasurer:  Alex Ellis  
Main funding purpose:  Supporting children with 
colorectal care 

We are excited and very proud to have formed the 
Colorectal Champions Auxiliary in 2025.   

CasKids Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1967   
President and Secretary:  Robyn Anderson OAM  
Treasurer:  Helen Smale  
Minute Secretary:  Denise Mudie   
Main funding purpose:  Equipment or research grants 
for the Emergency Department  
Grants supported:  Two Private Work Pods and 
Advanced Therapies project 

CasKids Auxiliary has been a vibrant Auxiliary 
comprising of enthusiastic and dedicated women, 
some of whom have been involved for 55 years. 
Sadly, over the past 12 months, ill health and a lack of 
energy have prevented them from being as active as 
much as they would have liked.  

The o�ce bearers have tried very hard to keep the 
Auxiliary going but, unfortunately, we �nally agreed 
to close the Auxiliary in 2026.  

Our legacy will be supporting the RCH in many areas 
but especially the Emergency Department over the 
last 29 years. In total, we have raised more than $1.2 
million (present day value).  

The contribution of all the members of the Auxiliary 
over the past 59 years – especially those who have 
held o�ce – is greatly appreciated. All of them have 
given their time, energy and expertise to try to make 
a di�erence for the sick children at the RCH, and in 
return have enjoyed the satisfaction of doing so. 

Charli’s Angels Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed: 2004   
President:  Sue Manson  
Secretary:  Alison Orum  
Treasurer:  Virginia Sugars  
Main funding purpose:  Oncology  

Charli’s Angels operates as a local level fundraiser, 
doing most of our work in the Mount Eliza area 
on the Mornington Peninsula. Our Auxiliary has a 
fabulous group who donate handmade and crafted 
knitwear and soft toys for us to sell.  

We are about to get back into the market scene at 
the RCH in 2027. We also support other Auxiliaries 
throughout the year with donations from our crafters. 

Cancer in Kids Auxiliary (CIKA)  
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1980   
President:  Sandra Lehrer  
Secretary:  Wendy Halligan   
Treasurer:  Jim Dawson  
Main funding purpose: Research into solid cancerous 
tumours  
Grants supported:  Research Assistant in the Eisenstat 
Laboratory and Clinician Scientist Fellow  

Cancer Crusaders Auxiliary market stall
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Since launching our Auxiliary at Parliament House 
in March 2026, we’ve held a couple of fundraising 
events, attracted a signi�cant cornerstone donation 
of $30,000, and engaged colorectal families and 
friends via social media to raise over $83,000 so far.  

Our Devil Wears Prada Movie fundraiser, supported 
by the Sun Theatre in Yarraville, raised over 
$6,000, the Buningyong Football and Netball Club 
Ladies’ Lunch raised $8,000, and our social media 
engagement with the community on Good Friday 
raised over $10,000 in 24 hours.   

It is an honour to join the RCH Auxiliary community. 
We are humbled by the welcome and support we 
have received from the RCH Foundation and other 
Auxiliary members. It is clear that we have joined an 
incredible and powerful group of volunteers.  

We look forward to contributing our passion, skills 
and e�ort to the RCH Auxiliaries mission: “One team 
working towards one goal – making sick kids better.” 

Geelong Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1966   
President:  Jan Crockart  
Secretary:  Gwen Bromley  
Treasurer:  Patricia Meigham  
Main funding purpose:  Area of greatest need  
Grants supported:  Music Therapy

Geelong Auxiliary had another successful year raising 
money through stalls. Fundraisers were held both in 
Geelong and at the hospital – including a Cuppa for 
Kids afternoon tea, joining Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
and CIKA in a stall at the Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Show, a stall at Kids Day Out, 
sales of the Entertainment book, and selling ra�e 
tickets in the AFL Ra�e and a local ra�e. 

Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1938  
President:  Lyn Wheat  
Secretary:  Maggie Tan Briskin  
Treasurer:  Gillian Williams  
Main funding purpose:  Equipment, programs and 
research  
Grants supported:  Burns Fellow  

The Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary raised 
$31,742 during the last year.  

Over 300 players from throughout Victoria competed 
in our Annual Ladies Grass Doubles Tournament 
in March, which raised $22,202.11. Our two Card 
Luncheons raised a total of $9,481.95, with the 
October event open to Mahjong players, not just 
Social Bridge players. All these �nancial results are 
record achievements and very successful initiatives. 

We are highly appreciative to have received many 
donations, particularly through the donation page 
on our TryBooking.com platform, and from very 
generous donors who were unable to attend or 
simply wished to support our events.  

We sincerely thank Conor Horgan for his generous 
donations of Mecca products for our ra�es and 
auctions for each of our events.   

League of Former Trainees (LOFT) 
Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2003  
President:  Amanda O’Brien 
Secretary:  Barbara Purdie  
Treasurer:  Bernice Court  
Main funding purpose:  Annual nursing research 
scholarship  
Grants supported: Elizabeth Fearon Scholarship 

Our 2025 highlight was when our previous President, 
Di Paul, was presented with the RCH Auxiliaries Living 
Treasure award at the Annual General Meeting. We 
are very proud of Di – she has worked tirelessly 
for our group and is always so enthusiastic about 
supporting the RCH. 

Our annual lunch in May was also very successful. 
We raised funds for our Elizabeth Fearon Nursing 
Research scholarship, and members had a lovely time 
chatting, catching up and listening to our speaker, 
Elisha Porter. Elisha was the 2024 scholarship 
recipient and presented her results on the formation 
of a pressure injury diagnosis tool, which is catnip for 
an audience of nurses!    

Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club Auxiliary

LOFT Auxiliary
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LOFT members love participating in the Andys’ 
Christmas Market, and 2025 was no exception. It is a 
fabulous opportunity for our members to reconnect 
with the RCH, meet other RCH Auxiliaries, and 
provide some Christmas cheer to patients, families 
and sta�. The LOFT committee thanks its members 
and the RCH Foundation for their continued support 
over the year. 

Neonate Mates Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2005  
President:  Judy Aussems  
Secretary:  Sandra Aussems  
Treasurer:  Michelle Porter  
Main funding purpose:  NICU  
Grants supported:  Bed Sponsorship in NICU  

We continue to operate our stall at the RCH, and 
2025 has been a very successful year for our Auxiliary. 
Our fundraising activities have included participation 
in the Auxiliary AFL Football Ra�e and our popular 
craft markets in Diamond Creek.  

A special thank you goes to our amazing crochet 
guru, Amal, who creates the most beautiful 
handmade items for our stalls. Her talent, creativity 
and dedication continue to contribute signi�cantly to 
our fundraising success.  

We would also like to acknowledge our wonderful 
Auxiliary Coordinator, Lucia, who consistently goes 
above and beyond in supporting us. Her guidance, 
encouragement and commitment to the Auxiliary 
program have been invaluable, and we are truly 
grateful for the support she provides in helping us 
achieve our fundraising goals. 

Pankina Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1967  
President, Secretary and Treasurer:  Judith Arms 

Judith Arms joined Pankina Auxiliary in 1974. She 
is still enthusiastic about raising funds for the sick 
kids even though she knows she is the last surviving 
member.    

Judith continues knitting beanies, gloves and scarves, 
as well as crocheting rugs. She sells nut loaves, which 
are made by her brother Russell, at the Noble Park 
Bowls Club, raising $627 in the last 12 months.  

Judith shares her lovely handmade goods with other 
Auxiliaries to assist them in their fundraising.   

Parkville Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1946  
President:  Chris Collins  
Secretary:  Kay Reay  
Treasurer:  Marilyn McInness  
Main funding purpose:  Make sick kids better  
Grants supported:  Music Therapy 

Happy 80th birthday, Parkville Auxiliary!  

This year, our members will celebrate 80 years of 
fundraising and friendship – 80 years of stalls in the 
hospital and community, art shows, fashion shows, 
garage sales, plus a whole mountain of baking! It also 
marks a landmark fundraising event with Cuppa for 
Kids!  

All this is to support RCH and also very importantly to 
support each other. Congratulations and thank you to 
all who have participated and supported us.  

Here’s to the next 80 years! 

President’s Fundraising Network 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2018  
President:  Ti�any Lucas  
Treasurer:  Dr Miriam Weisz OAM  
Main funding purpose:  Area of greatest need 

The President’s Fundraising Network had a successful 
year raising funds via our online fundraising 
campaigns, raising a total of $44,957 this year.  

We continued to focus on the growth of new 
Auxiliaries and raising awareness of Auxiliaries in the 
wider community through the Growth Committee. 
We welcomed many new faces to the Growth 
Committee who are focused on our three key areas 
– youth, corporates and online fundraising. 

SMILE Auxiliary
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Supporting Miracles In Life Everyday 
(SMILE) Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2023  
President:  Alexa Black  
Secretary:  Katherine Briggs  
Treasurer:  Marisa Jarvis  
Main funding purpose:  Areas of most need  
Grants supported:  RCH Bereavement Services 
Program, Improving Evidence-based Practice for 
Children with Severe Acquired Brain Injury, Education 
in Advanced Heart Failure Nursing, Paediatric 
Adaptive Sepsis Platform Trial (PASSPORT), Enhancing 
the Orthopaedics Department Translational Research 
Program, and Social Work Service in the Children’s 
Cancer Centre 

SMILE Auxiliary had another busy year raising 
funds through a range of fundraising events and 
opportunities. We continued our regular stalls at the 
RCH and the odd BBQ at Bunnings.  

We also enjoyed being involved in the Auxiliaries 
stand at the Good Friday Appeal’s Kids Day Out event. 
Our high tea fundraiser in May was another great 
success, and we were the bene�ciaries of a $15,000 
donation from Freemasons Victoria who held a trivia 
night fundraiser for us.  

Our biggest highlight of the year was celebrating our 
$200,000 fundraising milestone.   

South Western Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed : 1968  
President and secretary:  Judith Conn  
Treasurer:  Leanne Bartlett 

South Western Auxiliary continues to fundraise for 
the sick kids at the RCH. Not much has changed 
over the last year as far as fundraising goes, but we 
continue to prepare suppers or dinners for the local 
Freemasons on a monthly basis.    

Despite concerns this year regarding the success 
of tin rattling at the intersections in and out 
of Warrnambool, we raised $21,740.65. We 
acknowledge the assistance of the Good Friday 
Appeal team in supplying us with two tap and go 
machines, which we used in the local shopping 
centre, helping raise over $1,500.    

St Kilda Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1922  
President:  Dot Cridge  
Vice President:  Nanette Gahan  
Treasurer:  Johanna Kane 

St Kilda Auxiliary members worked hard on their 
stalls at the RCH in the past �nancial year. Like all 
Auxiliaries, we are experiencing ageing among our 
members. However, in spite of this, we have had 
external support with baking and knitted goods – and 
have managed to raise funds for the sick kids, which 
is our focus. Recently, we had the great honour of 
being introduced to Queen Mary and King Frederik 
of Denmark who were visiting the RCH on an RCH 
Market Day.    

St Kilda was also delighted to be advised that Maricel 
and her band of happy children, who raised funds by 
selling lemonade at a stall, donated their funds to St 
Kilda Auxiliary to be part of their fundraising goal of 
supporting research.  

We continue to be supported by the Auxiliaries O�ce 
(particularly Lucia Di Maio, Auxiliaries Coordinator) 
and by the Bairnsdale RSL Ladies Auxiliary who have 
donated goods to us over a number of years.  

At the last AEC, Nanette Gahan was appointed to the 
Committee. The President, Ti�any Lucas, and the 
Committee members warmly welcomed her to the 
AEC. 

The Melbourne Sinfonia Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2004  
President:  David Halstead  
Secretary: Mauro Baldi  
Treasurer:  Ros Calver  
Main funding purpose:  The RCH Gatehouse  
Grants supported:  The RCH Gatehouse 

We are an orchestra that enjoys working together 
to perform high-quality performances of classical, 
baroque and romantic repertoire in combination 
with fundraising for medical services via the RCH 
Gatehouse, which helps children and adolescents 
who have been sexually abused.  

We perform four concerts per year which involves 
an additional 24 rehearsals. The Auxiliary proudly 
provides an opportunity for amateur and semi-
professional musicians to perform with professionals. 
Our Conductor/Musical Director is Joannes Roose, 
formerly the Conductor with the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra. We usually perform in school 
auditoriums.  

The Melbourne Sinfonia Auxiliary
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Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1939  
President:  Barb Nicoll  
Secretary:  Maxine Chippendale  
Treasurer:  Raelene Trotter  
Main funding purpose:  Advanced Therapies  
Grants supported: Advanced Therapies project 

The past �nancial year saw us achieve a range of 
fundraising successes. This included:  

• The Melbourne International Flower and Garden 
Show in March, alongside Geelong Auxiliary and 
CIKA.

• Garden Lunch hosted by Joy and David Pinches in 
Templestowe, which also included entertainment 
by Opera Scholars Australia. 

• A Lilydale Bowling Club Tournament in August, with 
a major ra�e prize of a week’s accommodation in 
Burleigh Heads.

• High Tea at Chirnside Country Club.

• The collection of entrants fees at the four car 
shows run by Wandin Rotary.  

• An Auxiliary Christmas Party lunch with a ra�e. 

• Monthly stalls held at the RCH, Lilydale 
Marketplace, and Cherrytree Retirement Village. 

• Fostering our special relationship with Associate 
Professor Andrew Kornberg, who kindly presented 
at our Garden Lunch and High Tea.  

We are most proud to have received a signi�cant 
donation this past year, $20,000 donation to our 
cause from Wandin Rotary. This contributed to our 
Auxiliaries’ $200,000 donation to Fly for the Kids and 
Advanced Therapies. We were also very pleased to 
have increased our membership to 24.  

Victorian Quilters Very Snuggly  
Quilts Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2004  
President: Bronwyn Walkley  
Hospital volunteer coordinator: Elaine Hicks  
Hospital distributor coordinator:  Josephine Kelly  
Very Snuggly Quilts coordinator:  Marie Lee OAM 
Main funding purpose: Donations of handmade quilts 
to children who are patients at the RCH 

The Victorian Quilters Very Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary is 
proudly supported by members of Victorian Quilters 
(VQ) Inc. Our delivery team, made up entirely of 
accredited VQ volunteers, visit the RCH on the 
second Tuesday of every month to deliver handmade 
quilts to children experiencing long-term hospital 
stays.   

Each month, between 150 and 200 quilts are 
distributed, bringing colour, comfort and warmth to 
patients and their families during di�cult times   

The quilts are lovingly handmade by generous 
volunteers from across Victoria and beyond. We 
gratefully accept completed quilts, quilt tops, and 
fabric donations, which are used at our quilting 
workshops.  

Over the past year, the Very Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary 
delivered 1,820 quilts, representing an estimated 
value of $637,000, with each quilt valued at 
approximately $350. In addition, we support hospital 
fundraisers and provide fabric to other Auxiliaries 
upon request. 

Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary

Victorian Quilters Very Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary
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Wangaratta Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1977  
Secretary:  Georgina Rea  
Treasurer:  Pat Gri�n 

Wangaratta Auxiliary is a dedicated and enthusiastic 
Auxiliary despite being smaller than most. We 
continue to make lamingtons which sell well and 
sometimes we receive large orders. The members 
involved are known as “the lamington ladies.”  

We have supporters who donate knitted goods and 
other crafted goods – some of which are sold at the 
local post o�ce. Our Good Friday stall was also very 
successful, raising $3,090. We continue to hold stalls 
throughout the year.  

We also held a very special ra�e last year, and local 
businesses were very generous in donating vouchers.   

The ladies in the Auxiliary believe that older age is 
no barrier to having fun, making jam, preserves, 
chutneys and so on. We love working for the hospital 
and appreciate the friendships we have made along 
the way. 

Waverley Auxiliary 
Year Auxiliary was formed:  1967  
President:  Louise Hastie   
Treasurer:  Beverley Millar  
Main funding purpose:  Mother Goose Program 
Grants supported:  Parent - Child Mother Goose 
Program and Tuning Into Thriving:  A World Leading 
Paediatric Music Therapy Program 

It is now 30 years since we began meeting monthly 
at Albie Hall, and we are extremely grateful to the 
Monash Council for their generous support in 
allowing us to use the hall rent free.  

Our Auxiliary has now entered its 59th year, and our 
member, Elizabeth Wilson OAM, has achieved the 
remarkable milestone of 58 years of membership. 
Elizabeth has recently resigned, and she will be 
greatly missed. We sincerely thank her for her 
dedication and service and wish her all the very best 
for the future.  

Over the past few years, our Auxiliary has been 
fortunate to hold several stalls at The Pines Shopping 
Centre, Doncaster East, and now at Forest Hill Chase 
Shopping Centre. These opportunities allow us to be 
ambassadors for the RCH. We have also participated 
in POD Days and assisted with the hospital’s football 
ra�es.  

We are very thankful for the generous donations of 
money, books, toys, and other items received from 
members, family and friends, which we are able to 
sell at our stalls.  

Our monthly meetings are always well attended, and 
we enjoy morning tea together before welcoming a 
guest speaker. We also have fun playing board games 
and look forward to enjoying lunches together as a 
group.  

The friendships we have built over so many years are 
truly precious, and we look forward to continuing our 
fundraising e�orts to help make sick children better.

Young Warriors Auxiliary
Year Auxiliary was formed:  2024  
President:  Grazia Di Maio Templeton  
Vice President/Secretary:  Giuliana Templeton 
Treasurer:  Elena De Fazio  
Main funding purpose:  Adolescent Mental Health 

Our Auxiliary has continued to grow, welcoming new 
members in our third year. Our young team, The 
Young Warriors, has held several stalls at the RCH, 
while also participating in a Christmas gift wrapping 
stand at West�eld Shopping Centre, Airport West and 
taking part in Market Days at the RCH.  

In 2025–2026, we expanded our presence within 
the community by holding stalls at Bunnings stores 
leading up to the Good Friday Appeal, as well as by 
hosting a successful sausage sizzle. We have also 
contributed by baking for morning teas held in the 
Fundraising Resource Centre for special guests and 
the RCH Medical Education Team.  

Our members continue to support one another, 
with membership steadily growing, while we remain 
committed to advocating and fundraising in support 
of Adolescent Mental Health. 

Waverley Auxiliary
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RCH patient, Noah with Senior Neurologist at the RCH, Associate Profess or Andrew Kornberg
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RCH patient, Sammi
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At the heart of the Sikh community lies the principle of Seva – sel�essness, service, an d giving back 
to others. When the Australian Sikh Games made their long-awaited return to Melbour ne after a 
six-year hiatus, that spirit of generosity and kindness was brought to life throug h a new partnership 
with the RCH Auxiliaries. 

The 38th Australian Sikh Games, held earlier this year, 
welcomed more than 8,000 athletes, 400 teams, 
and saw an estimated 150,000 spectators attend 
Melbourne’s Parkville precinct over three days – 
making it one of the largest multicultural sporting 
events in Australia..  

For Sandeep, President of the newly formed Sikh 
Community Auxiliary and a member of the Games’ 
organising committee, the scale of the event only 
prompted a bigger question.  

“We started thinking… we have the largest platform 
in the Sikh community, so what else can we do?” 
Sandeep said. 

With the Games based in Parkville, the answer felt 
closer than ever. The RCH, which Sandeep describes 
as “one of Melbourne’s most beloved institutions,” 
stood as an obvious and meaningful choice, 
re�ecting their shared hope for healthier, brighter 
futures for sick children and their families.  

“The Games are about youth and the next 
generation, so we wanted to do something 
to support that cohort in the wider Australian 
community,” Sandeep continued.  

The 2026 Sikh Games marked the launch of the 
Sikh Community Auxiliary, and its �rst large-scale 
fundraising partnership with a hospital charity. 
Fundraising had been building since October 2025, 
but during the Games, it truly came alive. 

An RCH Foundation marquee served as a central hub 
for activity, with volunteers engaging crowds and 
encouraging donations. A standout moment was 
long-distance runner Palwinder Rai’s 300-kilometre, 
nine-day journey from Wodonga, which culminated 
in his arrival at the opening ceremony. Collectively, 
these e�orts raised more than $29,000. 

“Seva means giving back whenever you can; your 
time, your skills, your resources. The Games are run 
entirely by volunteers. Giving back is at the core of 
who we are,” Sandeep shared. 

With next year’s Games set for Perth, there are 
plans to continue the partnership with the RCH 
Foundation, including e�orts to expand fundraising 
across di�erent community groups within the Sikh 
community to further grow support and increase 
their impact.  

“It is truly an honour to be part of this legacy. Even 
if we are just making a small contribution, we feel 
really honoured to be a part of helping this amazing 
hospital,” Sandeep concluded. 

The Sikh Community Auxiliary  
Fostering a community of giving for sick kids

Members of the Sikh Community Auxiliary with  
RCH Foundation sta� at the 2026 Sikh Games

Hockey players at the Sikh Games
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The Madge Tate Service Award was established in 1994 and is the highest honour an Au xiliary member can 
receive, recognising dedicated and extraordinary service to both th e Auxiliaries and the RCH. It is named in 
honour of the late Madge Tate, who was a member of Croydon Auxiliary from 1932 until h er passing in 1992. 

This prestigious award is presented annually, and since 1994 there have been 4 1 recipients, each nominated 
by their peers and selected by the AEC. The inaugural recipient was Maude Ham of B roadmeadows Auxiliary.   

With fond memories, we acknowledge the following Auxiliary members who wer e recognised as Madge Tate 
Service Award recipients and have now passed away with a rose next to their name. Th is signi�es the love 
they brought to our wonderful Auxiliaries community and the passion they h ad for making sick kids better.  

1994 

Maude Ham  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

1995 

Bette Chambers OAM  
Parkville Auxiliary 

1996 

Robyn Riseley 
CasKids Auxiliary 

1997 

Dorothy Knight  
Pankina Auxiliary 

Joan Mackechnie  
Pankina Auxiliary 

1998 

Phyl Unsworth OAM  
Frankston Auxiliary 

1999 

Mavis Pope OAM  
St Kilda Auxiliary 

2000 

Dol Blunt  
Caroline Auxiliary 

2001  

Loris King  
Ivanhoe Auxiliary 

2002  

Bill Gordon  
Heart Throb Auxiliary  

2003  

Doris Read 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary  

Pat Gri�n  
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

2004 

Beth Trebilcock  
Waverley Auxiliary 

Joyce Keast  
Pankina Auxiliary 

2005 

Olive Cooper  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary  

2006  

Anne Peter-Budge  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary 

Pat Osbourne 
Waverley Auxiliary 

2007

Sandra Lehrer 
CIKA  

2008  

Irene Hubbard 
PremBubs Auxiliary 

Kerrie Beauglehall OAM 
Inverloch Diabetic Unit 
Auxiliary 

2009  

Peggy Mathison  
Parkville Auxiliary 

2010  

Shirley Jenkins 
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary 

Rhonda Robins  
Heart Throb Auxiliary 

2011 

Margaret Greenwood  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 
and CIKA 

2012 

Robyn Anderson OAM 
CasKids Auxiliary 
and Past President of 
Auxiliaries 

2013 

Phyl Brown  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

2014

Andrew Duyvestyn   
CIKA  

Christine Duyvestyn 
CIKA 

2015 

Gwen Bromley  
Geelong Auxiliary 

2016 

Denise Mudie 
CasKids and 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliaries

Margo Ferguson  
(posthumously)  
Pankina Auxiliary 

2017 

Bev Noonan OAM 
Parkville Auxiliary  

2018 

Ruth Murray 
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary   

2019 

Glenda Fraser 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary 

2020  

Barb Nicoll  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary 

2021 

Raelene Trotter  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

2022  

Dr Miriam Weisz OAM  
President’s Fundraising 
Network and Past 
President of Auxiliaries  

2023  

Marie Lee OAM 
Victorian Quilters Very 
Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary  

2024  

Sharron Markovic  
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary  

2025

Jan Crockart 
Geelong Auxiliary

2026

Ruth Edelsten  
CIKA 

 

The Madge Tate Service Award
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Congratulations to Ruth Edelsten, the recipient of this year’s Madge Tat e Service Award.   

Since joining Cancer in Kids Auxiliary (CIKA) in 2014, 
Ruth has devoted herself wholeheartedly to raising 
funds and awareness for children �ghting cancer in 
her hometown of Bendigo.  

Her connection to CIKA began in 2010 through 
the Macedon Ranges FOCUS Group, which had 
supported the Auxiliary for almost 30 years. As part 
of this group, Ruth helped organise a bike ride from 
Robe to Ballarat, raising $3,259 for children with 
cancer.  

Today, Ruth is the driving force behind CIKA’s 
presence in Bendigo. She runs two fundraising stalls 
a month in a couple of the city’s largest shopping 
centres and coordinates more than 25 community 
stalls each year. She has also helped organise annual 
Cup Day luncheons, fashion parades and high 
teas, contributing signi�cantly to CIKA’s fundraising 
success. 

Ruth’s hard work and commitment inspire those 
around her and widespread community support. 
Her enthusiasm encouraged two well-known local 
artists to open their art studios in support of CIKA 
and helped establish an ongoing relationship with 
Bendigo’s postal workers who have generously 
supplied ra�e prizes since 2017.  

On top of all of this, Ruth runs CIKA’s famous stall 
at the Woods Day in Heywood, has assisted at the 
Melbourne Flower and Garden Show, and distributes 
donation tins throughout Bendigo’s hotels and 
businesses. 

Importantly, Ruth’s impact extends far beyond 
fundraising. Through countless conversations at 
community events and fundraising stalls, she has 
provided a compassionate ear to those a�ected by 
cancer while sharing the impact of CIKA-funded 
research and the hope it o�ers families bravely 
facing childhood cancer.  Her dedication continues 
to inspire those around her, leaving a legacy of 
compassion, hope and service. 

Congratulations, Ruth, and thank you for the 
service, generosity and humility you have shown as 
a valued member of CIKA and the RCH Auxiliaries.

2026 Madge Tate Service 
Award Recipient: Ruth Edelsten 

Ruth Edelsten (right),  
2026 Madge Tate Service award recipient
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The Living Treasure Award honours Auxiliary members who often epitomise t he “quiet achiever” and who 
have gone above and beyond to support sick children and the work of their own Auxi liary. Living Treasures 
are members who have devoted themselves to the common goal, and have demons trated an outstanding 

commitment to their Auxiliary and to fundraising for the hospital.

We are proud to announce the following Auxiliary members, highlighted in blue , who have been inducted as 
our newest Living Treasures in 2026.

With fond memories, we acknowledge the following Auxiliary members who were r ecognised as Living 
Treasures and have now passed away with a rose next to their name. This signi�es thei r unwavering 
commitment to the Auxiliaries community and their dedication to go above and beyo nd for our common goal.     

Living Treasures

A

Aggie Coyle 
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary

Alexandra Lowen 
Viva RCH Auxiliary

Alison Orum 
Charli’s Angels Auxiliary

Alma Verity  
Pankina and Werribee 
Ladies for Kids 
Auxiliaries

Amy Yu 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Andrew Duyvestyn 
CIKA

Ann Rathbone 
LARCH Auxiliary

Ann Sullivan 
Parkville Auxiliary

Anne McGeary 
Trailblazers Auxiliary

Anne Peter-Budge 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Anne Randall 
Former Director, Good 
Friday Appeal

Annette Antolino 
CPR Auxiliary

Audrey Stewart 
Waverley Auxiliary

B

Barb Nicoll 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Barbara Bagg 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Barbara Bourke  
South Western Auxiliary

Barbara Dickinson 
American Women’s 
Association

Barbara Love 
LARCH Auxiliary

Barbara Willis 
Geelong Auxiliary

Bernadette Dawson 
CIKA

Beryl Hale  
Waverley Auxiliary

Beryl Logie  
Pankina Auxiliary

Beryl Reeves  
Waverley and Do-Bees 
Auxiliaries

Beth Trebilcock  
Waverley Auxiliary 

Betsy Van Eyk 
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Bette McConvill 
Pankina Auxiliary

Betty Bengtsson  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Betty Lane  
American Women’s 
Association

Betty Moloney  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Betty West  
LARCH Auxiliary

Bev Baltissen  
CasKids Auxiliary

Bev Gosbell  
LARCH Auxiliary

Bev Hume  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Bev Noonan OAM  
Parkville Auxiliary

Bev Paterson  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary 

Beverley Groves  
Geelong Auxiliary

Beverley Millar 
Waverley Auxiliary

Bill Gordon 
Heart Throb Auxiliary

Bohdan Panasewycz 
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

Brenda Aisbett 
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Brenda Upton 
Waverley Auxiliary

Brian Mallon AO 
Former Executive 
Director, The RCH 
Foundation

C

Carmel Quinn  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Carol Blight 
LARCH Auxiliary

Carole Lowen OAM 
Past President of 
Auxiliaries
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Caroline Hill 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Carolyn Appelbe  
American Women’s 
Association

Cate Petit 
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary

Cathy Anderson 
Parkville Auxiliary

Cheryl Kline 
LARCH Auxiliary

Chris Collins 
Parkville Auxiliary

Christine Boden  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Christine Boulter  
LARCH Auxiliary

Christine Duyvestyn  
CIKA

Christine McRae  
LARCH Auxiliary

Christine Unsworth AM 
Former Executive 
Director, Good Friday 
Appeal

Colleen Clift  
CIKA

D

Dani Tabone  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Daphne Cleghorn  � 
Waverley Auxiliary 

David Clift  
CIKA

David Webb  
CIKA

Davina Johnson OAM 
Past President of 
Auxiliaries and Ronald 
McDonald House 
Auxiliary

Dawn Anderson  
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

Dawn Bredin  
Waverley Auxiliary

Dawn Weir � 
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary

Debbie Kimberley 
American Women’s 
Association

Denise Cosgri� 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Denise Mudie 
CasKids and 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliaries

Dianne Humphreys  
aRCHers Auxiliary 

Diana Fletcher  
Black Rock Auxiliary

Dianne Paul 
LOFT Auxiliary

Dol Blunt � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Doreen Bellenger  
ABC Auxiliary

Doreen West � 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Doris Fraser  
American Women’s 
Association

Doris Read  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Doris Tatman  
Waverley and Do Bees 
Auxiliaries

Dorothy Blackie  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary 

Dorothy Boyle  
Geelong Auxiliary

Dorothy Knight � 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Dorothy Sizeland � 
Waverley Auxiliary

Dorothy Waters � 
Coburg and Dorothy 
Waters Auxiliaries

Dorrie Muir  
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary 

Dot Cridge  
St Kilda Auxiliary

Dot Timmerman  
Waverley Auxiliary

Doug Rathbone AM  
LARCH Auxiliary

Dulcie Cedaro  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

E

Ecila Engler � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Edna Elliot � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Edna Klestadt � 
American Women’s 
Association 

Edna Wallis � 
Pelican Auxiliary 

Edna (Iris) Lavelle � 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary 

Eileen Davies  
Geelong Auxiliary

Elaine Hicks  
Victorian Quilters Very 
Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary

Dame Elisabeth 
Murdoch AC DBE � 
Past Patron of Auxiliaries 

Elizabeth Dohrmann  
Parkville Auxiliary

Elizabeth Royce  
Pelican Auxiliary 

Elizabeth Wilson OAM  
Waverley Auxiliary

Ellen Bryant  
St Kilda Auxiliary

Ellen Webb  
CIKA

Elsie Munnerley � 
Pelican Auxiliary

Emma Webster  
Ezy Breathing Auxiliary

Ena Paterson � 
Ivanhoe Auxiliary 

Eve Lee 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Evelyn Foreshaw � 
Caroline Auxiliary

F

Faye Love  
CIKA

Fred Bergman  
CIKA

G

Gael Holliday  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Gail Nunan  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Gail Simpson  
CasKids Auxiliary

Geo� Wilson  
Willy Seagulls Auxiliary

Glenda Fraser  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Glenice Gardner  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Grace Cuming OAM, 
DStJ � 
Camberwell and 
Canterbury Auxiliary 

Graeme Clark  
OARA
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Graham Blight  
LARCH Auxiliary

Graham Love 
LARCH Auxiliary

Gwen Bromley  
Geelong Auxiliary

Gwen Smith  
Pankina Auxiliary 

H

Hayley Dighton  
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

Hazel Thomas  
LARCH Auxiliary

Heather Beggs  
Pelican Auxiliary

Heather Brett  
Werribee Ladies for Kids 
Auxiliary

Helen Carroll  
Former Gift Shop 
Manager

Helen Mann  
Parkville Auxiliary

Helen Moon  
Waverley Auxiliary

Helen Smale  
CasKids Auxiliary

Helena Panasewycz  
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

I

Ida Geary  
Williamstown and 
Pankina Auxiliaries 

Irene Hubbard  
PremBubs Auxiliary

Isobel Foote  
Wangaratta Auxiliary

Isobel Wilson  
Willy Seagulls Auxiliary

Ivy Milgate � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

J

Jan Bodycoat  
CasKids Auxiliary

Jan Crockart  
Geelong Auxiliary

Jan Gilbertson  
Parkville Auxiliary

Jan Regester  
Chip In, Willy Seagulls, 
and Roxburgh Park 
Auxiliaries

Jan Roberts  
CasKids Auxiliary

Jane Verity � 
Pankina Auxiliary

Janice Memery  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Janice Tucker  
Caroline Auxiliary

Jean Burgess  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Jean Di�ey � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Jean Patience � 
Caul�eld Auxiliary 

Jean Powell  
LARCH Auxiliary

Jenny Booth  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Jenny Holmes  
Parkville Auxiliary

Jenny Gordon  
Heart Throb Auxiliary 

Jennifer Porter  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Jillian Harrison OAM DSJ 
Parkville Auxiliary

Jo Allen  
Geelong Auxiliary

Jo Scully 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Joan Gainger  
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary 

Joan Armstrong  
Wangaratta Auxiliary

Joan Bradbury  
Pelican Auxiliary

Joan Carroll 
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary

Joan Courtney 
Smiley Auxiliary

Joan Latreille 
Toorak/South Yarra 
Auxiliary

Joan Layet  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary 

Joan Lord 
Black Rock Auxiliary

Joan McRae 
Waverley Auxiliary

Joan Noonan 
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Jocelyn Perry 
Toorak/South Yarra 
Auxiliary

John Graham  
OARA

John Hooper  
LARCH Auxiliary

John Markovic 
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

Josephine Kelly  
Victorian Quilters Very 
Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary

Joy Clarke � 
CasKids Auxiliary 

Joyce Keast � 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Joyce Johnson  
Geelong Auxiliary

Joyce Stephenson  
Geelong Auxiliary

Judith Arms  
Pankina Auxiliary

Judith Mayer  
Caroline Auxiliary

Judith McKenna � 
Beaumaris Auxiliary 

Judy Aussems  
Neonate Mates Auxiliary

Judy Conn  
South Western Auxiliary

Julie Casilli  
CIKA

Julie Hartney  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Julie Windsor  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

June Atkinson � 
Caroline Auxiliary 

June Box  
LARCH Auxiliary

June Campbell-Grigg  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

June Hawkins  
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary

K

Katherine Anderson 
Geelong Auxiliary

Katherine Karakizis  
American Women’s 
Association

Kath Colwell � 
Coburg Auxiliary 

Kathleen Walker �  
Waverley Auxiliary 
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Kathy Nowak  
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Kay Reay  
Parkville Auxiliary

Kaye Danielson  
Parkville Auxiliary

Kaye Murphy  
CIKA

Keith Thomas  
LARCH Auxiliary 

Kerrie Beauglehall OAM  
Inverloch Diabetic Unit 
Auxiliary

Kerrie Steele  
Wangaratta Auxiliary

Kirrie Perree  
Waverley Auxiliary

L

Laraine Barnes 
Caroline Auxiliary

Leah Bergman  
CIKA

Leesa Bo�a  
Neonate Mates Auxiliary

Lenette Anderson  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Lesley Blamey � 
Toorak/South Yarra 
Auxiliary 

Linda Lovell � 
Broadmeadows 
and Roxburgh Park 
Auxiliaries 

Linda Smith  
Geelong Auxiliary

Lola Castro  
American Women’s 
Association

Loris King � 
Ivanhoe Auxiliary 

Lorna Holligan  
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Lorraine Martin  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Lorraine Wagner  
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

Lottie Orgrizovic  
Heart to Heart and 
Pelican Auxiliaries

Louisa Edmonds � 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Louise Gourlay AM  
Past President and Past 
Patron of Auxiliaries

Louise Hastie  
Waverley Auxiliary

Louise Learmonth  
CIKA

Lyn Brunker  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Lyn Wheat  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Lynette Lewis  
Absent Friends Auxiliary

Lynn Elshaw  
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Lynne Millar � 
American Women’s 
Association 

M

Margaret Ash  
Smiley Auxiliary

Margaret Barker  
Pelican Auxiliary

Margaret Day  
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary

Margaret Giulieri OAM  
Pelican and Caul�eld 
Auxiliaries

Margaret Greenwood  
CIKA and Heart to Heart 
Auxiliaries

Margaret Howe  
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary

Margaret Plowright  
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary

Margaret Rogers  
Geelong Auxiliary

Margery Schreppel  
Waverley Auxiliary

Marcia Cooke � 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary 

Maree Andrews � 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Margaret Fisher � 
Southern Rainbows 
Auxiliary 

Margaret Hand � 
South Western Auxiliary 

Margaret McPherson � 
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary 

Margot Ferguson  
Pankina Auxiliary 

Margot Lord  
LARCH and Pankina 
Auxiliaries

Maria De Poi � 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Marie Baulch  
LARCH Auxiliary 

Marie Devereaux  
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Marie Lee OAM  
Victorian Quilters Very 
Snuggly Quilts Auxiliary

Marilyn McInnes 
Parkville Auxiliary

Mario Pozzuto 
Cystic Fibrosis Research 
Trust Auxiliary

Marion Crawford � 
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

Marj Evans  
Pelican and Waverley 
Auxiliaries

Marjorie Beaumont � 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Marjorie Beaumont � 
St Kilda Auxiliary 

Marlene Phillips  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Marianne Hogan 
(posthumously)  
Caroline Auxiliary

Mary Hyland � 
South Western Auxiliary 

Mary Richardson  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Maureen Cody  
Cystic Fibrosis Research 
Trust

Maureen Edwards � 
Waverley Auxiliary

Mavis Pope OAM � 
St Kilda Auxiliary 

Maxine Chippendale  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Michael Love  
CIKA

Michele Porter  
Neonate Mates Auxiliary

Dr Miriam Weisz OAM  
President’s Fundraising 
Network and Past 
President of Auxiliaries
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N

Naida Hartley  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Nance Black � 
Pankina Auxiliary

Nanette Gahan 
St Kilda Auxiliary

Nanette Smart  � 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Natasha Tocknell  
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

Nicole Nugent 
Butter�y Auxiliary

Noel Smith 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Noelene Hammond  
LARCH Auxiliary 

Nola Fairbairn  
CasKids Auxiliary

Norma Stanton  
Pelican Auxiliary

Norma Wangman  
Knox-Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary

Nutan Gallina  
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

O

Olive Cooper   
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Olive Swift � 
Caul�eld Auxiliary 

Olwyn Rook  
St Kilda Auxiliary

P

Pam Burch  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Pam Phillips  
CIKA

Pamela Dunn  
Cystic Fibrosis Research 
Trust

Dame Patricia 
Mackinnon DBE � 
Past President of 
Auxiliaries and Past 
Patron of Auxiliaries 

Pat Borcich  
Caring Friends of Cystic 
Fibrosis Auxiliary

Pat Glazner � 
Cystic Fibrosis Research 
Trust Auxiliary 

Pat Gri�n 
Wangaratta Auxiliary

Pat Osborne 
Waverley Auxiliary

Pat Piper  
Caul�eld Auxiliary 

Pat Roberts 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary

Pat Stolp 
Geelong Auxiliary

Pat Windmill  
Geelong Auxiliary 

Paul Hannan 
Viva RCH Auxiliary

Pauline Gray  
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Pauline Raby 
Waverley Auxiliary

Peggy Hughes  
Toorak/South Yarra 
Auxiliary 

Peggy Mathison 
Parkville Auxiliary

Peter Murray 
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

Peter Yates AM 
Former Chairman, The 
RCH Foundation

Phil Hill  
Geelong Auxiliary 

Phil Hooper 
LARCH Auxiliary 

Phyl Brown  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Phyllis George 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis 
Club Auxiliary

Phyl Unsworth  
Frankston Auxiliary 

R 

Rachelle Better-
Johnson 
CIKA

Raelene Trotter 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Rhonda Robins � 
Heart Throb Auxiliary 

Rob Gosbell  
LARCH Auxiliary 

Robyn Anderson OAM  
Past President of 
Auxiliaries, CasKids and 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliaries

Robyn Constable 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Robyn Pollock  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Robyn Riseley  
CasKids Auxiliary

Robyn Thexton  
CasKids Auxiliary

Rod Cole  
OARA

Rod Jones  
Smiley Auxiliary

Ron Caddy  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Rosalie Panasewycz  
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

Rose Pozzuto  
Cystic Fibrosis Research 
Trust Auxiliary

Rosemary Macan  
United Auxiliary

Ruth Edelsten  
CIKA

Ruth Murray  
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

S

Sadie Richie � 
LARCH 

Sala Rubinstein  
CIKA

Sandra Aussems  
Neonate Mates Auxiliary

Sandra Bonnici  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Sandra Jones  
Smiley Auxiliary

Sandra Lehrer  
CIKA

Sandra Long  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Scotia Ryan  
Waverley Auxiliary

Sharron Markovic  
Cancer Crusaders 
Auxiliary

Shirley Jenkins  
Footscray/Yarraville 
Juniors Auxiliary

Shirley McGregor  
LARCH Auxiliary 
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Shirley Ryan � 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Stephen Halligan  
CIKA

Steve Lehrer  
CIKA

Sue Hunt AM  
Former Chief Executive 
O�cer, The RCH 
Foundation

Sue Reeve � 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Susan Maxwell  
Geelong Auxiliary

Susan Twomey  
Charli’s Angels Auxiliary

Syd Cooper � 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

T

Tara Valentine  
Geelong Auxiliary

Thais McCallum � 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Thelma Hudson � 
Lord Somers Auxiliary 

Tony Hubbard  
PremBubs Auxiliary

V

Val Caddy  
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Val Davis OAM � 
St Kilda Auxiliary 

Val Robson � 
Heart to Heart Auxiliary 

Val Thomas � 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Val Willis  
Pankina and Werribee 
Ladies for Kids 
Auxiliaries

Val Wright  
Heart to Heart Auxiliary

Valerie Lay�eld  
Beaumaris Auxiliary

Valerie Sanderson � 
Beaumaris Auxiliary 

Verita Crook  
Waverley Auxiliary

Vi Patten  
Pankina Auxiliary

Lady Virginia Buchan  
American Women’s 
Association

W

Wanda Buchanan 
Templestowe/Yarra 
Valley Auxiliary

Wendy Crisp 
Let the Children Play 
Auxiliary

Wendy Halligan 
CIKA

Wendy Hancock  
Roxburgh Park Auxiliary

Wendy O’Meara  
Wangaratta Auxiliary

Wilma Neville � 
Knox Sherbrooke 
Auxiliary 

Y

Yvonne Felton 
Caring Friends of Cystic 
Fibrosis Auxiliary 

Yvonne Walters � 
Caul�eld Auxiliary
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2026 Long Service Awards

55 years  

Robyn Anderson OAM 
CasKids and Templestowe/ 
Yarra Valley Auxiliaries 

50 years 

Joan Martine 
Waverley Auxiliary 

Joyce Johnson   
Waverley Auxiliary 

Kirrie Perree 
Waverley Auxiliary 

45 years 

Lorraine Martin 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

40 years 

Wendy O’Meara 
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

35 years 

Philida Stevens 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

30 years 

Jillian Harrison OAM DSJ 
Parkville Auxiliary 

Kerrie Beauglehall OAM 
Inverloch Diabetic Unit Auxiliary 

Maureen Joss 
Inverloch Diabetic Unit Auxiliary 

Ross Beauglehall 
Inverloch Diabetic Unit Auxiliary 

 

25 years 

Hayley Boden 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Helen Schreppel 
Waverley Auxiliary 

Lesley Verity 
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Val Wills 
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

20 years 

Alison Orum 
Charli’s Angels Auxiliary 

Marj Gissing 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Phyllis Rye 
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Wanda Buchanan 
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary 

15 years 

Jennifer Freestone 
LOFT Auxiliary 

Lynette Wheat 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club 
Auxiliary 

Naida Hartley 
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary 

Pam Wilcox 
Pankina Auxiliary 

Ti�any Lucas 
President of Auxiliaries, American 
Women’s Association and Friends 
of the CBC Auxiliary 

10 years 

Amanda O’Brien 
LOFT Auxiliary 

Anthony Heymanson 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Catherine Anderson 
Parkville Auxiliary 

Chloe Sultana 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Elena De Fazio 
CIKA and Young Warriors Auxiliary 

Eliza Davies 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Elizabeth Robins  
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary 

Glenise Thompson 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Grace Davies 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Jennifer Porter 
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary 

Jenny Booth 
Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club 
Auxiliary 

Josephine Kelly 
Victorian Quilters Very Snuggly 
Quilts Auxiliary 

Joshua Heymanson 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Margaret Chaplin 
Waverley Auxiliary 

Miriam Weisz OAM 
President’s Fundraising Network 

Long Service Awards are given to members in �ve-year increments, with Aux iliary 
members receiving their �rst award after �ve years of service. This award ce lebrates 
the longstanding and dedicated support of Auxiliary members.

With fond memories, we acknowledge the following Auxiliary members who ha ve now passed away with a 
rose next to their name. This signi�es their unwavering commitment to the Auxi liaries community, and we 
are profoundly grateful for the enduring legacy that will continue to live on in the he arts of many.
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This year, we honour the memory of several valued friends. While they are no lon ger 
with us, we acknowledge with gratitude their contribution to the RCH and th e lasting 
impact they made. Their legacy continues through the hospital and the lives th ey 
touched. Our thoughts are with their families and friends.  

Clariss Clarke  
Templestowe/Yarra Valley Auxiliary  

Daryl Gunn  
Caring Friends of Cystic Fibrosis Auxiliary

Heather Kendall  
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary  

Joyce Johnson  
Geelong Auxiliary  

Judith Shanahan  
South Western Auxiliary

Lesley Verity    
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Marianne Hogan  
Caroline Auxiliary  

Maureen Couch  
Waverley Auxiliary�

Renate Harrington  
CIKA 

Vale

Nanette Gahan 
St Kilda Auxiliary 

Nathan Heymanson 
Broadmeadows Auxiliary 

Rachael Ritchie 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Tracey Ritchie 
Geelong Auxiliary 

Virginia Sugars 
Charli’s Angels Auxiliary 

5 years 

Denise Berezy 
Templestowe/Yarra Valley 
Auxiliary 

Faye Claxton 
Waverley Auxiliary 

Florence Smith 
Wangaratta Auxiliary 

Grace Volpe 
CIKA and Young Warriors Auxiliary 

Judith Clough 
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Judith Thorn 
Parkville Auxiliary 

June Battistello 
South Western Auxiliary 

Karen Coon 
Neonate Mates Auxiliary 

Laurel Smith 
Werribee Ladies for Kids Auxiliary 

Margaret Limosani 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Mary Crundwell 
Roxburgh Park and SMILE 
Auxiliaries

Romana Sultana 
Caroline Auxiliary 

Sandra Wheeler 
Roxburgh Park and SMILE 
Auxiliaries
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Thank you and 
acknowledgements  
The Auxiliaries Annual Report is a collaborative e�ort, 
and we would like to thank the following people 
who helped bring this publication to life: Ti�any 
Lucas, President, the RCH Auxiliaries; members of 
the AEC; Alvin Aquino, the RCH; the Good Friday 
Appeal and sta� from the RCH Foundation, in 
particular the Auxiliaries and Fundraising team and 
Communications team.

A special thanks to the RCH sta� members and 
families who so graciously gave their time to be 
interviewed, as well as all Auxiliary members who 
contributed content.

The Team
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The RCH is supported by a vibrant and dedicated network of Auxiliaries. Having suppor ted the hospital for 
more than a century and as the longest philanthropic supporters of the RCH, we ar e a fundraising force to be 
reckoned with.  

If this publication has inspired your curiosity and if you would like to know more about b eing an auxiliary 
volunteer, please reach out to the RCH Foundation’s Manager, Auxiliaries and Fun draising, Megan Harrington, 
or Auxiliaries Coordinator, Lucia Di Maio. We would love to hear from you and would be de lighted to provide 
more information.

Address

Level 2, 48 Flemington Road 
Parkville, VIC Australia 3052

+61 3 9345 5037

rch.foundation@rch.org.au  
rchfoundation.org.au/auxiliaries

facebook.com/therchfoundation

@rch.foundation

@rchauxiliaries 

The Royal Children’s Hospital Foundation

Connect with us
Connect with our community of Auxiliaries, 
donors, patients and families online.

Megan Harrington  
Manager, Auxiliaries and Fundraising 
Megan.Harrington@rch.org.au  

Lucia Di Maio  
Auxiliaries Coordinator 
Lucia.Dimaio@rch.org.au 




